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Economics, Politics and Sociology
Open Reports Series
The Open Reports Series are slim Open Access volumes that take on some of the biggest issues of the day in politics, social sciences, and
business studies. Published swiftly (typically within eight weeks) to maximize impact these books tackle topical questions such as the
importance of security to Scottish independence, and the reality of life for families in working poverty who are ‘just about managing’, this
series offers rigorous analysis and cutting edge research to delve into the reality behind the slogans.
With heavyweight contributors including the former UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown and Nobel prize-winning author Amartya Sen,
these books are vital interventions into contemporary debates.

Undocumented Migrants and Healthcare
Eight Stories from Switzerland
Marianne Jossen
I cannot over-emphasise how important it is that this sort of research is published and
available in the public domain. There is a move across Europe to exclude non-citizens from
healthcare as a result of nationalist agendas and the threat of austerity. Marianne clearly
demonstrates that healthcare access is a social process, highlighting the harm experienced
by those excluded and the immense work required to gain inclusion.
―Dr. Jessica Potter, Queen Mary, University of London
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What do undocumented migrants experience when they try to access healthcare? How do
they navigate the (often contradictory) challenges presented by bureaucratic systems, financial pressures, attitudes to migrants, and their own healthcare needs? This urgent study
uses a grounded theory approach to explore the ways in which undocumented migrants are
included in or excluded from healthcare in a Swiss region. Based on interviews with migrants,
health practitioners and NGO staff and using a rigorous academic approach, Undocumented
Migrants and Healthcare is an important contribution to a vital contemporary issue. It is
necessary reading for researchers in Public Health and Migration Studies, as well as government and non-governmental organisations in Switzerland and beyond. It will be of interest
to anyone concerned with healthcare and migration in the twenty-first century.

Just Managing?
What it Means for the Families of Austerity Britain
Mark O’Brien and Paul Kyprianou
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In recent years British political discourse has been filled with these slogans, as politicians
claim to speak on behalf of families who are in work, but struggling to get by. This book allows us to hear from some of these families directly. At a time when the impact of austerity
is more relevant than ever, Just Managing? cuts through the debates and sloganeering to
give some of the real people behind the headlines and statistics a chance to tell their stories.
It tracks the lives of thirty working families in Liverpool over one year, as they struggle to
manage on incomes at or around the National Minimum Wage. Their accounts are placed
within the economic and political context that has shaped their experiences and that of millions of other working families across the country. This book is required reading for anyone
seeking to understand what life is like at the sharp end of ‘austerity Britain’.
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Security in a Small Nation
Scotland, Democracy, Politics
Edited by Andrew Neal
The 2014 Referendum on Scottish independence sparked debate on every dimension of modern
statehood. Levels of public interest and engagement were unprecedented, as demonstrated by
record-breaking voter turnout. The book draws on current debates about the extent of intelligence powers and their implications for accountability, privacy, and human rights. It examines
the foreign and security policy of other small states through the prism of Scottish independence,
providing unique insight into the bureaucratic and political processes associated with multi-level
security governance. These contributions provide a detailed picture of the changing landscape
of security, including the role of diverse and decentralised agencies, and new security interdependencies within and between states. The analysis presented in this book will inform ongoing
constitutional debates in the UK and the study of other secessionist movements around the world.

The Infrastructure Finance Challenge
Edited by Ingo Walter
The global interconnectedness of the world’s economies, along with the torrid pace of urbanization
in the developing world, lead to urgent and manifestly complex issues about infrastructure. This
monograph takes on some of the fundamental questions in this area, attempting to clarify how to
think about the boundaries of what is meant by ‘infrastructure’, its pricing, its potential adverse
effects and its financing.
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—Paul Boghossian, Director, Global Institute for Advanced Study, NYU

The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in the 21st Century
A Living Document in a Changing World
Edited by Gordon Brown
The Global Citizenship Commission was convened, under the leadership of former British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown and the auspices of NYU’s Global Institute for Advanced Study, to re-examine the spirit and stirring words of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The result—this
volume—offers a 21st-century commentary on the original document, furthering the work of
human rights and illuminating the ideal of global citizenship. What does it mean for each of us to
be members of a global community? This landmark report affirms the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and seeks to renew the 1948 enterprise, and the very ideal of the human family,
for our day and generation.
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Peace and Democratic Society
Edited by Amartya Sen
Highlighting the inadequacies of some of the widely accepted explanations for violence—including the idea that the world is experiencing a ‘clash of civilisations’—Sen makes a plea for a global,
multilateral debate on the causes of conflict, and an understanding of the multiple identities of
the individuals involved.
The introductory essay draws on the findings of the Commonwealth Commission on Respect
and Understanding, which was chaired by Sen, and established to promote mutual communication and understanding among all faiths and communities in the Commonwealth.
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Wellbeing, Freedom and Social Justice
The Capability Approach Re-Examined
Ingrid Robeyns
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This book is a magnificent achievement: it reaches across philosophy and the social sciences, across
research, policy and practice in the global North and South, and across many decades of debate
and discussion within and outside the capability approach. It does so in a way which is readable
and clear, and it manages to avoid on the one hand being too polemical, and on the other hand
being too superficial. Ingrid Robeyns is uniquely well-placed to write such a book, being herself a
well-established inter-disciplinary scholar whose work has contributed enormously to the development of the capability approach over the years. It has been a frustration for many of us that no
comprehensive textbook on the capability approach yet exists, and this will fill that gap admirably.
—Dr. Tania Burchardt, Director of the Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion (CASE) and Associate Professor
in the Department of Social Policy at the London School of Economics

How do we evaluate ambiguous concepts such as wellbeing, freedom, and social justice? How
do we develop policies that offer everyone the best chance to achieve what they want from life?
Wellbeing, Freedom and Social Justice: The Capability Approach Re-Examined is both an introduction to the capability approach and a thorough evaluation of the challenges and disputes that
have engrossed the scholars who have developed it. Ingrid Robeyns offers her own illuminating
and rigorously interdisciplinary interpretation, arguing that by appreciating the distinction between the general capability approach and more specific capability theories or applications we
can create a powerful and flexible tool for use in a variety of academic disciplines and fields of
policymaking.
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Said Saddiki
In this timely and original book, Said Saddiki scrutinises the physical and virtual walls located
in four continents, including Israel, India, the southern EU border, Morocco, and the proposed
border wall between Mexico and the US. Saddiki’s detailed analysis explores the tensions between the rise of globalisation, which some have argued will lead to a “borderless world” and
“the end of the nation-state”, and the rapid development in recent decades of border control
systems. World of Walls: The Structure, Roles and Effectiveness of Separation Barriers is important reading for all those interested in the topics of immigration, border security, international
relations, and policy.
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In this ambitious and wide-ranging book, Agner Fog presents a ground-breaking new argument
that explains the existence of differently organised societies using evolutionary theory. It combines
natural sciences and social sciences in a way that is rarely seen. Warlike and Peaceful Societies:
The Interaction of Genes and Culture draws on many different fields of both the social sciences
and the natural sciences. It will be of interest to academics and students in these fields, including anthropology, political science, history, conflict and peace research, social psychology, and
more, as well as the natural sciences, including human biology, human evolution, and ecology.
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Deliberation, Representation, Equity
Research Approaches, Tools and Algorithms for Participatory Processes
Love Ekenberg, Karin Hansson, Mats Danielson, Göran Cars et al.
What can we learn about the development of public interaction in e-democracy from a drama delivered by mobile headphones to an audience standing around a shopping center in a Stockholm
suburb? In democratic societies there is widespread acknowledgment of the need to incorporate
citizens’ input in decision-making processes in more or less structured ways. But participatory
decision making is balancing on the borders of inclusion, structure, precision and accuracy. This
rigorous and thought-provoking volume draws on a stimulating variety of international case
studies, from flood risk management in the Red River Delta of Vietnam, to the consideration of
alternatives to gold mining in Roșia Montană in Transylvania, to the application of multi-criteria
decision analysis in evaluating the impact of e-learning opportunities at Uganda’s Makerere
University.
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Tyneside Neighbourhoods
Deprivation, Social Life and Social Behaviour in one British City
Linked
to the dataset
compiled by the
author

Daniel Nettle
Nettle’s book presents the results of five years of comparative ethnographic fieldwork in two
different neighbourhoods of the same British city, Newcastle upon Tyne. The neighbourhoods are
only a few kilometres apart, yet whilst one is relatively affluent, the other is amongst the most
economically deprived in the UK. Tyneside Neighbourhoods uses multiple research methods to explore social relationships and social behaviour, attempting to understand whether the experience
of deprivation fosters social solidarity, or undermines it. The book is distinctive in its development
of novel quantitative methods for ethnography: systematic social observation, economic games,
household surveys, crime statistics, and field experiments. Nettle analyses these findings in the
context of the cultural, psychological and economic consequences of economic deprivation, and
of the ethical difficulties of representing a deprived community. In so doing the book sheds light
on one of the main issues of our time: the roles of culture and of socioeconomic factors in determining patterns of human social behaviour.
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Complexity, Security and
Civil Society in East Asia
Foreign Policies and the Korean Peninsula
Edited by Peter Hayes and Kiho Yi
Complexity, Security and Civil Society in East Asia offers the latest understanding of complex global
problems in the region, including nuclear weapons, urban insecurity, energy, and climate change.
Unusually, this book is both theoretical and practical. Complexity, Security and Civil Society in East
Asia presents strategies that can be led by civil society and negotiated by its diplomats to realize
peace, security, and sustainability worldwide. It shows that networked civic diplomacy offers
solutions to these urgent issues that official ‘complex diplomacy’ cannot. By providing a new
theoretical framework based on empirical observation, this volume is a must read for diplomats,
scholars, students, journalists, activists, and individual readers seeking insight into how to solve
the crucial issues of our time.
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The Delhi Lectures
Noam Chomsky. Introduction by Jean Drèze
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Noam Chomsky visited India in 1996 and 2001 and spoke on a wide range of subjects, from democracy and corporate propaganda to the nature of the world order and the role of intellectuals
in society. He captivated audiences with his lucid challenge of dominant political analyses, the
engaging style of his talks, and his commitment to social equality as well as individual freedom.
Chomsky’s early insights into the workings of power in the modern world remain timely and
compelling. Published for the first time, this series of lectures also provides the reader with an
invaluable introduction to the essential ideas of one of the leading thinkers of our time.

Is Behavioral Economics Doomed?
The Ordinary versus the Extraordinary
David K. Levine
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It is fashionable to criticize economic theory for focusing too much on rationality and ignoring the
imperfect and emotional way in which real economic decisions are reached. All of us facing the
global economic crisis wonder just how rational economic men and women can be. Behavioral
economics—an effort to incorporate psychological ideas into economics—has become all the
rage. This book by well-known economist David K. Levine questions the idea that behavioral
economics is the answer to economic problems. It explores the successes and failures of contemporary economics both inside and outside the laboratory.
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Part memoir, part crash-course in economic theory, this deeply engaging book by one of the
world’s foremost economists looks at economic ideas through a personal lens. Together with
an introduction to some of the central concepts in modern economic thought, Ariel Rubinstein
offers some powerful and entertaining reflections on his childhood, family and career. In doing
so, he challenges many of the central tenets of game theory, and sheds light on the role economics can play in society at large. The book is as thought-provoking for seasoned economists as it
is enlightening for newcomers to the field. Sylvia Nasar, author of A Beautiful Mind, describes
Economics Fables as a ‘wonderfully inviting introduction to game theory, rich in personalities,
history and sense of place’.
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Related Titles
Mobilities, Boundaries, and
Travelling Ideas
Rethinking Translocality Beyond Central Asia and the Caucasus
Edited by Manja Stephan-Emmrich and Philipp Schröder
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