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Conservation Biology in Sub-Saharan Africa comprehensively explores the 
challenges and potential solutions to key conservation issues in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 

Easy to read, this lucid and accessible textbook includes fifteen chapters that 
cover a full range of conservation topics, including threats to biodiversity, 
environmental laws, and protected areas management, as well as related 
topics such as sustainability, poverty, and human-wildlife conflict. This rich 
resource also includes a background discussion of what conservation biology is, 
a wide range of theoretical approaches to the subject, and concrete examples 
of conservation practice in specific African contexts. Strategies are outlined to 
protect biodiversity whilst promoting economic development in the region. 

Conservation Biology in Sub-Saharan Africa provides the most up-to-date 
study in the field. It is an essential resource, available on-line without charge, 
for undergraduate and graduate students, as well as a handy guide for 
professionals working to stop the rapid loss of biodiversity in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and elsewhere.

PDF, HTML, and XML editions of this book are freely available for download, 
with EPUB, MOBI, paperback and hardback editions also available, from the 
book’s homepage: doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0177. Individual chapters are available 
for download in the 'Contents' tab.

This edition includes:

• Glossary                 • Thematic boxes                • Topics for discussion
• Suggested readings                • Online image portfolio                • Study questions

ABOUT THE TEXTBOOK INSIDE THIS TEXTBOOK YOU WILL FIND: 
Boxes covering specific themes written by scientists who live and work throughout 
the region are included in each chapter:

 

Recommended readings and suggested discussion topics together with an extensive 
bibliography and list of suggested readings at the end of each chapter:

Follow the Twitter account for the book at @ConsBioAfrica

http://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0177
https://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/1013
https://twitter.com/ConsBioAfrica
https://twitter.com/ConsBioAfrica


Open Access Publishing
Open Access texts are freely available online to read and reuse, helping to 
make research results and other educational materials available to everyone, 
globally. This means more readers and greater exposure for your research.

Open Book Publishers
OBP is a non-profit Open Access publisher run by scholars at Cambridge who 
are committed to making high-quality research freely available to all interested 
readers. 

Our Books
We publish Open Access monographs and textbooks across all disciplines. We 
currently have over 200 titles on our catalogue, and our online books have been 
accessed over 3 million times worldwide.

Open Access offers more powerful ways to present your research. Many of 
our books offer embedded material such as audio, video and supplementary 
resources.  Readers of Annunciations: Sacred Music for the Twenty-First Century, 
for example, can access several original pieces of music composed for the 
book, both as full scores and embedded in the text as recordings. This musical 
accompaniment to the written text provides the reader with a deeper insight 
into the theme of the annunciation in sacred music. 

Listen to musical  
pieces embedded  

in the text

Visit doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0177

Scannable QR codes  
and a URL for readers  

of a print copy 

ABOUT US

Johnny Wilson, who I have known since he was a wee undergraduate in South Africa 
has just published an excellent text book on conservation. He's done so with Richard 
Primack, who has an unrivalled record of texts on conservation. It's very good indeed. 
And, it's free to download. Very well done, gentlemen, and my sincere thanks for your 
commitment to making science readily available to those who often cannot afford 
expensive text books. Kudos all round. 

—Stuart Pimm, Founder and President of Saving Nature and the Doris Duke 
Professor of Conservation at Duke University

This textbook – the first conservation biology textbook for Africa – is unique in 
its optimal use of examples of conservation efforts in the continent, and brilliant 
description of the interdisciplinary nature of conservation biology. I commend the 
authors for making this textbook open access and for their dedication to building 
human capital in Africa for effective biodiversity conservation. I recommend this 
textbook for African students, conservation personnel, policymakers and everyone 
interested in nature conservation.

—Temitope Borokini, President, Africa section of the Society for Conservation 
Biology (2019–2022)

We finally have a textbook to teach our students conservation biology in an African 
context. Its comprehensive chapters are supplemented with real-world case-studies, 
written by researchers and practitioners across the region. What better way to equip 
and inspire our students for conservation action?

—Dr Bruktawit Abdu Mahamued, Biology Department, Kotebe Metropolitan 
University

Visit doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0177

TESTIMONIALS AND REVIEWS

http://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/994


Browse our catalogue at:
http://www.openbookpublishers.com/section/27/1

Our books include:

Terrestrial Mammal Conservation: Global Evidence for the Effects of 
Interventions for Terrestrial Mammals Excluding Bats and Primates

by N.A. Littlewood, R. Rocha, R.K. Smith, W.J. Sutherland et al.

Terrestrial Mammal Conservation provides a thorough summary of the available  

scientific evidence of what is known, or not known, about the effectiveness of 

all of the conservation actions for wild terrestrial mammals across the world 

(excluding bats and primates, which are covered in separate synopses). This 

book is written in an accessible style and is designed to be an invaluable resource 

for anyone concerned with the practical conservation of terrestrial mammals.

www.doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0234

What Works in Conservation 2020

by  William J. Sutherland, Lynn V. Dicks, Silviu O. Petrovan and Rebecca K. Smith 

(eds)

This book provides an assessment of the effectiveness of conservation interventions 

based on summarized scientific evidence. The 2020 edition contains new material 

on mammals, birds, marine benthic invertebrates, bat conservation and wetlands.

www.doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0191

Living Earth Community: Multiple Ways of Being and Knowing

by Sam Mickey, Mary Evelyn Tucker, and John Grim (eds)

Living Earth Community: Multiple Ways of Being and Knowing is a celebration 

of the diversity of ways in which humans can relate to the world around them, 

and an invitation to its readers to partake in planetary coexistence. Innovative, 

informative, and highly accessible, this interdisciplinary anthology of essays 

brings together scholars, writers and educators across the sciences and 

humanities, in a collaborative effort to illuminate the different ways of being in 

the world and the different kinds of knowledge they entail – from the ecological 

knowledge of Indigenous communities, to the scientific knowledge of a 

biologist and the embodied knowledge communicated through storytelling.

www.doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0186
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