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7. Discussing Africa’s Media 
Image in Ghana:  
A Synergy of Actors,  

Conditions and Representations

This chapter discusses the findings of the study in line with the 
research questions that guided them. I continue to further outline the 
implications and significance of these findings for the entire study as a 
unit. I relate the findings to previous research in order to establish the 
study’s contribution to the literature and future research. The creative 
use of theoretical frameworks that are new to journalism is discussed 
in the view of their application to this study. The chapter ends with 
conclusions revisiting the conceptual and theoretical frameworks. I 
delineate my efforts to negotiate the limitations of this study. This is 
followed by key contributions to theoretical advances regarding what 
makes news. The general contributions to the state of the art (literature) 
are also outlined. I finally discuss five approaches that future research 
should adopt.

RQ1: What Is the Overview of the Coverage  
of Africa in the Ghanaian Press?

The overview of the coverage of Africa in the Ghanaian press is divided 
into four subcategories. The first part deals with the subjects of the 
coverage. The second part outlines the dominant themes through which 
the African story was told. Third, the coverage is analysed for its tone/
quality, i.e. positive, negative or neutral. The fourth aspect relates to a 
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comparison of the sub-questions a. b. and c. between the Ghanaian press 
and their Western counterparts, pertaining to specific studies.

a. Subjects/Topics/Story Types of the Coverage

Ghana’s portrayal of Africa was largely concentrated on the related 
subjects of politics, economics and social issues, which represent 
over 86% of the entire coverage over the period of two years. The 
picture painted with these subjects presents an apparently stagnant 
continent, whose successes and failures with politics, economics and 
social cohesion ought to be measured and validated against advanced 
democracies. In these particular subjects, African voices received little 
or no agency in the news articles because the stories were told through 
either their foreign development agents, monitoring organisations 
or humanitarian officers. The sheer focus on these subjects did not 
necessarily invoke negative images, except when they were evaluated 
against already existing standards and ideologies deriving from 
wherever the original stories were written. The lack of alternative 
evaluation for issues such as social progress and human development 
means that the reasoning and the root causes of all sorts of practices 
emanating from the continent were either ignored or evaluated against 
dominant perspectives from the Northern Hemisphere.

Stories relating to subjects such as history, culture and 
personality/celebrities were limited to 10% of the entire review. 
These stories concentrated on Nelson Mandela, ancient Egyptian 
archaeological excavations and presidential visits to cities in Europe 
and North America. Due to such reporting, it is difficult to work out 
whether or not celebrities exist on the African continent apart from 
politicians and a few iconic figures like Mandela. When the amount of 
negatively pitched stories in the entire coverage is juxtaposed with the 
omission of activities of African celebrities and their charity works, it 
reveals a trend where one could differentiate between elite celebrities 
(European celebrities and African politicians) and other celebrities 
that are involved in decent charity work on the continent but are 
altogether ignored by coverage.

Mel Bunce (2017) recorded a rise and a sharp decline in Africa rising 
discourse simultaneously. As confusing as these results may sound, 
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the economic stories in that coverage opened up discussions over 
the issue of Africa as the next business destination. In the attempt to 
generally discuss ideas about the stagnant economies in the Northern 
Hemisphere, the Western press portrayed Africa as an alternative 
destination where the world’s capital will grow. As the Northern 
economies started recovering, the Africa rising discourse appeared to 
diminish. The Africa rising discourse was not a dominant subject or 
theme in the mainstream Ghanaian press coverage of Africa because 
the concept did not last long enough to reach the continent.

In another attempt to re-conceptualise the Africa rising discourse, 
Rachel Flamenbaum (2017) argues that the discourse did not emanate 
in the Western world because of its merit. Instead, she perceives 
the re-appropriation of Africa rising discourse by social media users 
in Ghana as an avenue for an active, positive interpretation of West 
Africa’s postcolonial experiences, which rather lent the concept a 
useful African agency. Levi Obijiofor and F. Hanusch (2002, 2011) 
argue that the emergence of social media provides a good opportunity 
for deconstructing Africa’s image. However, the changes recounted 
by Flamenbaum about Ghana remain just within the remit of social 
media and do not extend to mainstream media and journalism. The 
fact that Ghanaian press coverage is lopsided and unable to engage 
in this positive interpretation, as discovered in this study, is rather 
a confirmation of their incapacity to act contrary to their ideological 
understanding of news discourse, which has been handed down to 
them over centuries as part of a professional co-optation. This mid-
point-position ambivalence of belonging to a globalised journalism 
profession and being a custodian of national/regional discourse, as 
indicated in the work Terje Skjerdal (2012), strongly accounts for the 
differences in the findings of Flamenbaum on social media and this 
study’s finding on the mainstream print media.

b. Dominant Themes of the Coverage.

The dominant themes of portrayal included war, crime and killing; 
crises; and terrorism. Consisting of different subjects, these themes were 
reported as news events and therefore represented actual happenings 
on the continent. However, it did not appear that other things were 
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happening on the continent except these. It was equally difficult to 
get a detailed analysis of any of these issues, except the overarching 
impression of unending war and crises. Terrorism, for example, has 
long been described as a global threat, but this was hardly evident in 
the stories. Rather the terrorist acts of groups like Boko Haram and 
Al-Shabaab were mostly linked to general humanitarian concerns 
raised by these attacks, which African countries and their leadership 
are not able to address. 

The claim of journalists that they present an objective picture 
of socio-political events and catastrophes leads to the expectation 
that after every reportage of a violent outbreak, an equal, or at least 
substantial, number of reports would follow when calm is restored. 
The lack of stories reporting improvements on previously reported 
violent and catastrophic events frames war and fighting as the 
prevailing events taking place on the continent. The dominant themes 
of portrayal relating to war, killing, crises and terrorism are eventually 
used as context for new stories, even though positive changes would 
have subsequently occurred. It is interesting to note that, irrespective 
of the subject or issues under discussion, an entire news story, from 
the lead to the last paragraph, was typically filled with the most 
poignant calamities. Occasional positive stories reporting progress 
were often negated with these same negative themes. Beverly Hawk 
(1992) indicates that, somehow, the journalists feel that a context 
is required for these African stories in order that the audience in 
the Northern Hemisphere understands the stories, and these usual 
themes have, in turn, been continually reused again for this context 
reasoning also in the Ghanaian press. It is systematically established 
in the literature that these themes have not changed. The works of 
Robert Stevenson and Donald Shaw (1984), Annabelle Sreberny 
(1985), Hawk (1992), and Bunce et al. (2017) have confirmed that 
crises, war and terrorism have not seen any significant reductions and 
remain the major themes through which the African story is narrated 
in the Northern press. Ghana’s reportage of the continent falls within 
these same categories. To make room for a balanced analysis of the 
stories, the theme of development and progress was predetermined and 
searched for throughout the analysis. The analysis showed that the 
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few positive stories were coming from non-mainstream international 
news organisations. Were a young Ghanaian to rely on just these 
newspapers as sources of their news about the continent, it would 
appear evident that no positive developments occur in Africa.

c. Quality/Tone of the Coverage

Based on the subjects and themes of the coverage, 80% of the stories 
published in Ghanaian newspapers about Africa were negative in 
tone. This largely negative overview of the continent by the Ghanaian 
journalists can be explained from two perspectives. First, Stuart Hall 
(1997) argues that representation does not consist of a straightforward 
presentation of the world and its relationships, but rather it is a 
complex notion that relies significantly on meaning emanating from 
shared perceptual maps. Hall then argues that negative representations 
of a group of people over time shape the group’s self-identity, which 
progressively becomes dependent on how they have been seen by 
others. But a second intervention by Frantz Fanon (2008) provided a 
rather critical perspective of this when he argued that the disruption in 
self-perception of the colonised rendered them susceptible to perpetual 
disruption of their psychic realm, and, as such, the colonised regularly 
seek their coloniser’s acceptance, even after the colonial encounter, as 
a form of endorsement. Unfortunately, this endorsement never comes 
and, therefore, it becomes a standard and a virtue to think and act 
like the coloniser. The Ghanaian press coverage of Africa has largely 
supported Fanon’s perspective. Based on the empirical evidence of this 
study, I argue that the Ghanaian coverage of Africa, notwithstanding 
technological and economic transformations underway on the 
continent, is severely negative as a result of imitating their Western 
counterparts.

The argument of improvement in the continent’s media image in 
the Northern press over time, which has been reported by several 
scholars (Bunce et al., 2017; Nothias, 2017; Obijiofor and MacKinnon, 
2016; Scott, 2015; Ojo, 2014 and Scott, 2009) is yet to be witnessed in 
the Ghanaian press. It can be argued, based on this, that Afro-pessimism 
(among African countries) still largely exist. Then comes the question 
of why was the thesis arguing for an improved image of Africa not 
supported in this study. Andy Ofori-Birikorang (2009, p. 106) argues 
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that although the Ghanaian newspapers are “thorough-bred modern 
postcolonial institutions, they are yet to divest themselves of their 
recognition as the product of the colonial state, a trend that continually 
shapes the functional dynamics of their production processes and 
outcomes”. Kwame Karikari (1992) and Burnham Terrell (1989, pp. 
136–37) argue that newspapers and other organs of the Western press 
were “an integral part of white domination”. 

d. Comparison of a., b. and c. between Ghanaian  
and Western Coverage

The improvement in the coverage of Africa in the Western press, as 
reported in Bunce et al. (2017), cannot be supported. Comparing the 
coverage Africa gets in the Ghanaian press to Hawk (1992) and Bunce 
et al. (2017), it is clear that the negativity recorded in the 1992 study 
by Hawk has not changed substantially, although the conditions that 
necessitated an improvement, as evidenced in the work of Bunce et al. 
(2017), were expected to be sustained and improved. Bunce recognised 
and explained how the Africa rising discourse peaked so rapidly and 
dropped so abruptly. 

The Ghanaian coverage of Africa appears rather more negative, but 
with very interesting nuances, like the emergence of the use of Chinese 
Xinhua News Agency materials. The subjects of comparison did not 
follow any specific structure. Many of the subjects that Bunce et al. 
(2017) noted a reduction in reporting on were also less dominant in 
this study. However, the area of stark difference is politics, where much 
of the coverage in this study clustered; a comparatively smaller space 
was allotted to the subject of economy/business. I argue that this study’s 
contribution relates significantly to the disaggregation of the subjects of 
economy and politics, which were treated the same in previous studies. 
This study reveals that Ghana’s coverage concentrated on politics and 
not economy/business, which, in a way, confirms the rise and fall of the 
Africa rising discourse.
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RQ2: What is the Weight of Influence Carried 
by International News Agencies as Sources in the 

Ghanaian Press? 

The fact that only 1.9% of the entire coverage of Africa in the Ghanaian 
press originated from news organisations within the country is 
indicative of the influence international news agencies have on the 
logic of reporting Africa even among countries on the continent. The 
largely dominant role of the Northern media organisations in Ghana’s 
coverage of Africa (about 86%), led by the BBC World Service, does not 
only represent their quality but also gives an indication that domination 
has hardly ended. In the determination of the weight of influence of 
international news agencies on their Ghanaian counterparts, both 
qualitatively and quantitatively, I conclude that the actors have not 
changed that much. The very same Northern media organisations still 
lead the way. 

It is, however, crucial not to ignore the performance of Xinhua News 
Agency for their slight quantitative edge over some international news 
agencies from the Northern Hemisphere. It is also equally fascinating 
to state clearly that Ghana remains the only actor in this game that 
must increase their volume of coverage themselves, because the 
Xinhua and Al Jazeera news organisations were consciously created 
to tell specific stories of those countries where they originate, with a 
logic that in the future would not be different from what the Northern 
media organisations have to offer. The literature has already established 
massive financialisation of the Chinese media through private capital 
(Thussu et al., 2018; Hachten and Scotton, 2016; Xin, 2017) which will 
soon require a return on investment. This will then push the Chinese 
media, both home and abroad, to a model not very different from their 
Western counterparts. 

The acceptance and reuse of Western images by the Ghanaian press 
demonstrates some level of qualitative influence which the Fanonian 
concept of internalised oppression better explains. The situation where 
the subject of domination is fully aware of the elements of oppression 
exerted by the oppressor, but yet accepts it as a natural order of things, 
is referred to by Fanon as epidermalisation of inferiority. To Fanon, 
this is unlikely to end as long as the colonised continues to imitate 
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the coloniser in the postcolonial state. The idea that Africans have 
themselves to blame for remaining poor and consequently incapable 
of telling their own stories (i.e. that they lack agency) runs across 
the interviews except for one journalist who linked this to its root 
cause  —  the fact that the inequitable encounters Africa lived and 
continues to live have not ended. In any case, an editor even doubted 
whether Africa deserves self-rule. I, therefore, argue that depicting the 
imitations of these actors as a cultural mix and a result of globalisation 
is erroneous, and conceals this manifest disruption of the psychic realm 
that is empirically evident in this study. It also hides the emerging 
hegemony that continues to characterise global news production and 
distribution worldwide.

Amid this high dependence on international news agencies for the 
coverage of Africa, the Ghanaian journalists and editors claim they 
possess an African perspective. This ambivalence has been explained 
by Homi K. Bhabha’s (1994) revision of Fanonian submissive imitation. 
Although Bhabha thinks that psychic realm disruptions are active 
even in the postcolonial era and re-enacted through contemporary 
globalisation, he suggests that the concept of the psychic realm 
disruption is no longer submissive imitation  —  the imitation which 
assumes that the colonised is a passive alienated subject living on the 
edges of two worlds and constantly seeking legitimisation. Bhabha 
forcefully argues that the imitation practised by the colonised is not 
homogenous but a metonymic resemblance; repetition and difference 
at the same time. It is a subversive imitation. He then introduces 
the third space as a place of hybrid identity that emerges from the 
fact that the colonised had to live on the edges of two worlds after 
being psychologically persuaded to imitate their rulers in language, 
attitude and worldviews. He argues that at the third space, the 
coloniser’s superior role at the centre of the postcolonial relationship 
is disrupted. 

The appropriation of an African perspective, the call for a change 
and the constructions of China’s influence as South–South cooperation 
by these Ghanaian journalists are indicative of this third space. The 
unending tale of this argument is whether resistance or subversive 
imitation is an assumed idea or a manifest practice? Even though 
the journalists recognise the domination under which they write the 
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African story, they are yet to initiate their response to destabilising 
the dominant position of the BBC World Service. Marwan Kraidy 
(2002) argues in support of Bhabha that the fluidity of the postcolonial 
subaltern is marked by a set of inescapable continuities and interactions 
that disrupts the essentialist view, that denies the agency of the 
colonised, with the argument that while imitating the coloniser, the 
colonised then practices a form of mimicry which is a contradictory 
utterance, and ambivalently unsettles both sides, questioning the basis 
of the colonisers’ authority. 

The expedience of empirically testing these ideas through Ghana as 
a case study were laid out in the country’s historical background, but 
Skjerdal (2012) hints that the appropriation of an African perspective 
and the heavy reliance on liberal global media concepts reflect the 
African journalist’s appropriation of local identity while at the same 
time accepting inclusion into a global professional journalism culture. 
This provides the basis to argue for some kind of hybrid self of the 
Ghanaian journalists. It is, however, clear that this hybrid self has 
not been amply demonstrated in practice. The Ghanaian newspapers 
envisage their agency but have not put into practice a definite effort 
indicative of Kraidy’s argument.

The rising influence of China’s Xinhua News Agency was mostly 
constructed as South  —  South cooperation aimed at disrupting the 
position of Northern media. However, the uneven power dynamics of 
this relationship are not indicative of cooperation. While the editors 
argued that they are expected to supply Xinhua News Agency with 
news about Ghana and other neighbouring countries, this is yet to 
materialise. The cooperation has taken the character of a superior 
giver, who always gives and a receiver, who usually receives without 
questioning the source, intents and interests of the giver. The reuse 
of Xinhua News Agency material in the Ghanaian press, with stories 
covering issues beyond China, is a real success for China’s public 
diplomacy activity across the African continent. While Herman 
Wasserman (2016) argues that China’s soft power activities (focusing 
on editorial decisions of South African media), although vigorously 
pursued, were massively constrained because the South African 
journalists did not use news articles beyond China–South Africa 
relations and BRICS activities. In the case of Ghana, the increasing use 
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of Xinhua News Agency material is also the result of public diplomacy 
activities. This is because out of the four newspapers studied, only the 
two public newspapers (The Daily Graphic and Ghanaian Times) who 
signed an agreement with Chinese officials used Xinhua News Agency  
materials. The remaining two newspapers, which are privately owned, 
did not use Xinhua News Agency at all. In describing the new form of 
media imperialism both Chris Paterson (2017) and Thomas McPhail 
(2014) envisaged China becoming a dominant actor in the African 
media landscape.

Ignoring the influence of sources on news selection decision-making 
is tantamount to asserting that there is no relationship between media 
frames and their root sources. This is also contrary to Hawk’s thesis 
that poor news coverage of Africa is not a victimless crime (Bunce et 
al., 2017, p. xvi) and as such those committing the crime recognise 
in what forms they have perpetuated their offences. Sources play a 
significant role in news construction because the ideology of news 
hardly permits the receiving journalists to change significantly what 
their sources say, especially when the source is another journalist. The 
argument that African journalists are not doing any better than their 
Northern media counterparts (Obijiofor and Hanusch, 2003; Pate, 
1992; Sobowale, 1987) ignores from whose perspective these African 
journalists covered the continent. 

In this study, I have discovered direct reliance on the media from 
the Northern Hemisphere, which is both indicative of their lingering 
influential role on the African media and the growing hegemony 
that the entire journalistic space has experienced when it comes to 
foreign news production and distribution. These two elements have 
largely modified the agency of African journalists into submissiveness, 
although it was widely predicted in Bunce et al. (2017) that with 
increased participation from local reporters in Africa as the motivating 
force for African news, the continent now had the chance to claim 
agency over its image. In light of the requirements from the Western 
editors and their presumed taste of what their readership wants, such 
hope has quickly dissipated.
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RQ3 (a): What are the Conditions and Practices that 
Shape the Selection and Placement of Foreign News in 

Ghanaian Newspapers?

After a thorough description of the coverage of Africa in the 
Ghanaian press and the weight of influence exerted by international 
news agencies, as dominant actors, it is useful that the overarching 
conditions and practices that have provided either an enabling or 
constraining framework for the coverage are equally explained. This 
was the rationale for the application of three theories to the foreign 
news selection process in Ghana.

Aligned with the arguments and framework of Pamela Shoemaker 
and Stephen Reese (2014), the foreign news eventually selected, on 
a daily basis, is a product of several conditions, actors and practices 
beyond the colonial and international power relations. Depending on 
each unique context, these conditions and practices could either have 
an enabling or constraining framework for the message (news article) 
the journalists select. Significant among these outlined for discussion 
include profitability, economic rationality of knowing audiences’ taste 
(advertising bias) and routine technological challenge. 

First, the four selected newspapers seem to be working with a similar 
economic logic even though two are privately owned and the other 
two are publicly owned. This is because both the public and private 
selected newspapers rely completely on advertising and circulation 
income. The government of Ghana, who is the majority shareholder in 
the two public newspapers, requires a return on her initial investments 
as an owner. No public funding of any sort exists for any newspapers 
in Ghana, especially the four selected for this study. The cost associated 
with keeping their own reporters or buying news items from stringers 
is unbearable in the face of dwindling advertising and circulation 
incomes. The plausible logic that these newspapers are arguing is the 
reduction in the cost of operations. Apart from the Ghanaian Times 
newspaper, which was open to committing more resources to foreign 
news as a way to give meaning to its original historic mandate as a Pan-
African newspaper, the others have argued that no relationship exists 
between the increase in profitability and commitment of resources to 
foreign news. By this argument, they have given the news a purely 
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economic tag. The fact that a free version of news on Africa exists does 
not warrant any economic spending on the coverage of Africa. They 
supported this by pointing to the existing economic struggle within 
which the newspaper industry operates. For them, the definition of 
African news as a social responsibility to correct the continent’s media 
image will not fly in board meetings, which have become a place where 
profitability rather than news (in its social context) occupies a central 
position in much of the debate.

The second condition, though closely related to the issue of 
profitability, is the economic rationality that knowing the audiences’ 
taste carries a double-bind for editorial content (see below). The 
foreign news pages in the four newspapers are premium pages, 
meaning that they are among the most read pages. The ambivalence 
this brings is that becoming a well-read page in these newspapers 
means losing editorial space for advertising. After a foreign news 
page is made premium, editorial content reduces and, as such, there 
is a reduction in the diversity of what can be carried. This is quite 
institutionalised, in that marketing departments have the upper hand 
in planning the entire newspaper daily. They allocate all advertising 
first before presenting to the editorial team what exists for editorial 
content. This confirms the argument, put forward by Rüdiger Schulz 
(2008), that one needs to acknowledge that readership survey is 
different from reception research, normally conducted by academics, 
because even though they have a similar purpose, they are put to very 
different uses. The paradox that eventually becomes the guiding rule 
for the journalists is that their knowledge of the taste of the audience 
cannot be used for any improvements in editorial content because if 
the page is well-read, then editorial material will have to give way 
for advertising. Interestingly, less-read pages also risk being turned 
into a complete advertising page. This advertising bias, in both cases, 
affects foreign news selection in a way that usually results in only one 
or two extremely significant news articles on calamities being selected, 
due to lack of space. The double-bind for editorial content in the 
political economy of Ghanaian newspapers refers to a situation where 
managerial role holders at these newspapers demand that readership 
for editorial contents increase in order to attract advertising on those 
pages, forgetting advertorials and editorial content, when competing 
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for space in newspapers, have an inverse relationship.  This creates a 
situation where options for the survival of editorial content is limited 
and each option results in a punitive treatment of editorial content 
either by reducing the space allocated to editorial content or by turning 
non-performing pages into a complete advert page.

Third, routine technological challenges have become either an 
enabling or constraining environment within which the foreign news 
desks work. Willingness to diversify the sources of international 
news agencies monitored in a day is dependent largely on the level of 
congestion on the local Internet speed and access to work-space on the 
internal network places. When the service is bad, the journalists are 
not willing to search wider for their news, especially because there is 
no alternative infrastructure for scooping their news from either live 
news agency feeds or rolling international news broadcasters. They 
rely solely on what exists in online, and this makes the whole process 
Internet-dependent. According to Shoemaker and Reese (2014), 
there are several influences on the media message that are usually not 
accounted for in the literature because these systemic conditions 
have mostly been rendered normal at a first glance. Examples of 
organisational and routine influences were severe among the selected 
Ghanaian newspapers. This provides a context within which to look at 
the journalists’ work and whether they can appreciate their work as a 
representation of the continent to which they belong. The crucial pre-
occupations of these journalists in such circumstances relate largely 
to what is practically available and feasible under the time constraints 
within which they deliver the daily news to us.

While discussing the contextual complications which have made 
it difficult to mirror both triumphs and tragedies of a normal day in 
foreign news selection in Ghana, it is obvious the literature has grossly 
ignored these conditions and made them look like they do not have 
any journalistic influences that are readily visible. In this section, 
there is no claim of influence either, rather I argue that the entire news 
selection decision process occurs within some relevant conditions that 
are ignored by researchers because the literature does not point to those 
conditions. Nevertheless, they became evident and formed part of the 
description in this study because of the ethnographic technique and 
conscious attempt to investigate the coverage of Africa beyond the news 
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articles and the journalists themselves, and into the organisational 
space within which they work. 

RQ3 (b): What Are the Challenges of Foreign News 
Selection in Ghana from the Perspectives of Ghanaian 

Newspaper Journalists?

After outlining the overview of the coverage, I describe the dominant 
actors and the overarching conditions within which the entire field 
operates. The journalists hold certain perspectives on what accounted 
for the kind of coverage the African continent received in their 
newspapers. Based on a reconstructive interview strategy, I thematised 
the discussion under three broad headings: economic hardship and 
cost-cutting rationales; the proximity of journalistic ideology about the 
news; and the persisting unequal encounter between the Global North 
and South.

Economic Hardship and Cost-Cutting Rationale

The journalists relate the sharply decreasing disposable income of 
the Ghanaian population and reduction in advertising budget of 
most firms to cutting cost — which is the only option left to increase 
shareholder’s investments. This threat of declining ability of advertising 
and circulation income to fully pay for the cost involved in producing 
an edition of the newspaper is further complicated by the suffocating 
competition in the newspaper industry.

Relating the disposable income to the intense competition means 
readership would have to select among the newspapers. With an 
average cost of GH¢2.50 per edition of a newspaper ($0.43), one 
requires far above the minimum wage per day in Ghana to read even 
half of the top ten newspapers. The journalists believe the reality of 
harsh economic conditions within which even educated people have 
had to live in Ghana has repercussions for the press. 

Apart from the readership, they pointed to management policies to 
cut the number of pages for editorial material to save the newspapers 
from collapsing. All four newspapers have had a cut in the number 
of pages as well as space for editorial material. They have argued that 
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the ambition of the libertarian press system as an objective reflection 
of the daily triumphs and tragedy become unachievable with limited 
editorial space, which instigated a myriad of difficulties such as an 
unnatural cut in original stories and the lack of the use of longer genres 
of news, like feature articles about the African continent. 

Other difficulties that result in rendering the stories negative are the 
elimination of contextual background and mismatch of the medium. 
The act of re-writing of original stories without further information 
means relying only on the original story and the eventual reconstruction 
is hardly better than the original. Medium mismatch occurs when a 
story using videos, graphics, artistic and forensic impressions and 
drawings are reduced to only text, and a limited amount of text at that. 
These challenges presented by economic hardship and the resultant 
cost-cutting strategies have contributed to the way journalists write 
about the continent in the Ghanaian press.

I argue that the Ghanaian press coverage of Africa is susceptible 
to more negativity than is present in its original source because of 
the confounding structural challenges that the entire foreign news 
selection and production processes face. This argument is confirmed in 
the meta-analysis of Susanne Fengler and Stephan Russ-Mohl (2008) 
who concluded that these rational economic behaviours of media 
professionals remain a valid context in which to discuss the failures of 
journalism and blind spots of media coverage.

Proximity of Journalistic Ideology

Ideological proximity between Ghanaian journalists and their 
international counterparts remains quite visible in the trend of their 
reuse of news coming from the Northern press. This is largely due to 
a replication of Western journalism curriculum, and the dominance of 
Western media assistance in Ghana. The journalists seem to reiterate 
the notion put forward some years ago by Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
that democratic media is a space for bad news and anything short 
of that could not be representative of the true sense of democracy 
(see Hachten and Scotton, 2016, p. 208). The concept of news and its 
structure is rooted in the dominant ideal type — a Western libertarian 
journalism perspective. This perspective treats the news as a construct. 
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This treatment prevents most journalists from questioning the logic 
and canonical claims of journalism. For example, the rule-based 
nature of journalism makes the practice difficult for journalists to 
change themes communicated to them. In cases where stories must 
pass the editorial conference test, any visible changes like the original 
story will be noticed by members of the conference. As such, to ensure 
that such changes are accepted, one must provide evidence. Oliver 
Boyd-Barrett (2004) has warned that journalism’s fixation on facts 
leaves no room for an explanation, and, equally, this entire fixation 
has become ideological. Due to the fact that journalistic accounts are a 
reconstruction of events either witnessed or briefed about, a receiving 
journalist is limited in their assessment of stories in a manner that can 
bring about significant changes in the original story, except in cases 
where a conscious oppositional re-write is encouraged.

Unequal Encounters and the African Perspective

Some of the Ghanaian newspaper journalists have argued forcefully that 
an African perspective existed during the era when the Ghana News 
Agency had bureaus at strategic places around the globe, including the 
African continent. They argued that the current order of international 
news flow marks an unequal encounter where the powerful dominates 
and the vulnerable is reduced to common receivers, for whom all 
sorts of monolithic strategies have been applied. They stressed that 
few attempts at challenging this order failed because of the massive 
economic undertone involved in reporting the continent. Although 
there is a rapid spread of economic conditions from the North to the 
South, the economic resources made available to journalists covering 
some significant African events for the Northern press are intimidating 
to local journalists. One of the reasons why the continent’s media image 
remains negative is this unequal encounter, because local journalists’ 
reportage is simply different from their Northern media counterparts 
or their surrogate stringers. The journalists’ argument runs contrary to 
Bunce et al. (2017), who have argued that the deployment of African/
local journalists in covering the continent has, in a way, accounted for 
the improved image they noticed in the Northern press. Although 
in the same edited volume, Salim Amin (2017) confirms the flaw in 
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this claim — there is a difference between what they independently 
produce for the local African audience and what their foreign editors 
commission. The positive issues coming from the continent are just not 
the news the editors in the North want, but due to the unequal power 
encounter, it is difficult for journalists from developing countries to 
succeed in the battle for the deconstruction of the continent’s image. 

RQ4: What Accounts for the Evolving Intermedia 
Agenda-Setting Preferences?

Journalistic co-orientation has been vastly described, but usually 
to determine whether such a relationship exists (Sikanku, 2014; 
Lim, 2006) rather than accounting for what factors underpin these 
relationships. Ramona Vonbun et al. (2015) attempt an explanation 
from a theoretical perspective. This study delimits three empirical 
findings that have not been cited as a major reason for journalistic 
intermedia preferences. 

Apart from the wide reliance on the BBC World Service across the 
four selected newspapers, there was a unique trend of how the four 
selected Ghanaian newspapers reused individual international news 
media in their coverage of Africa. The nuances were divided into 
three themes: the construction of China’s soft power as South–South 
cooperation; the appreciation of the historical and colonial background 
as a defining factor for the enduring relationship (postcolonial 
complexities); and the use of informal individual contact across the 
continent.

China’s Soft Power and Public Diplomacy

The signing of an agreement with newspapers by the Chinese Foreign 
Office contributed to Xinhua News Agency’s elevated performance as 
a source of foreign news in Ghana. Two different explanations emerged 
in light of the data. The Daily Guide and The Ghanaian Chronicle, both 
private newspapers in this study, constructed the Xinhua News Agency 
performance as an element linked with emerging Chinese soft power 
penetration on the continent. Even though the Xinhua News Agency 
figures surprised them, they argued that Chinese economic activities 
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remain the major determinant of their influence, because ignoring the 
Chinese rendition of world discourse would amount to missing and 
failing to report on their progress. Interestingly, these newspapers 
never for once cited Xinhua News Agency because, to them, Xinhua is 
not their point of reference for the African news. Herman Wasserman 
(2016) observes a similar trend in his work in the case of some South 
African journalists, who refused to cite Chinese news agencies beyond 
China–South Africa relations. 

The second explanation comes from the two public newspapers (The 
Daily Graphic and the Ghanaian Times) who have signed the cooperation 
agreement with Xinhua News Agency. They seemed to be arguing 
that their use of material from the Chinese news agency represents a 
South–South cooperation. They recognised themselves that the modus 
operandi was to share news between China and Ghana but until now 
they are yet to receive a single request on any issue in Ghana from their 
Chinese counterparts. H. D. Wu (2016) and Wasserman (2016) have 
both argued that the reuse of material from the Xinhua News Agency 
represents a success for the vigorous Chinese soft power activities on 
the continent. Extending this agreement to the state-funded Ghana 
news agency in recent times counters Ghana’s historical role in the 
quest to tell the African story, a role that has been largely recognised 
in the literature (see Ibelema and Bosch, 2009). But, interestingly, this 
seemed to be justified using the notion of South–South cooperation.

Johan Galtung (1971) argues that a feudal structural system of 
interaction seems to exist in the communication order promoted by 
Western democracies that eventually denies periphery nations from 
communicating among themselves. In the case of the Ghanaian press, 
China’s soft-power success is exclusively linked to public diplomacy 
activities with two newspapers. Shrouded in unequal power dynamics, 
the relationship between the Ghanaian public newspapers and 
Xinhua News Agency looks a lot like a new form of Centre–Periphery 
relationship, because no exchange is currently taking place. It is difficult 
to argue that a relationship that is dominated by one party represents 
South–South cooperation. Rather, it is fair to say that the dominant 
nations within the South are yet to appreciate the fact that being a 
semi-periphery or a centre is not a static or given status that cannot 
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change. As soon as a rising periphery nation ignores the underpinning 
problem of imbalance, a new form of a relationship emerges that is 
similar to the original concept in the structural imperialism referred 
to by Galtung. The dynamic nature of the Centre–Periphery news flow 
has taken a deterritorialised nature (see Beer, 2010), where certain semi-
periphery nations have become more impactful than some traditional 
Centre nations.

The Postcolonial Complexities

The colonial encounter in Ghana, like most countries, left two indelible 
scars through which the coloniser’s presence is maintained until today: 
language and education.

Pragmatically, trade and worldview operate within these two 
scars that were ideologically instituted as duplicates of the original. 
Ali Mazrui (1978) establishes that contemporary African countries’ 
identity is traceable to its colonial origins easily. The newspaper 
journalists in Ghana provided sufficient evidence within this study’s 
findings that the country’s history is inextricably linked to its colonial 
past. Using the BBC World Service dominance as a basis of their 
argument, the journalists normalised the dependency phenomenon 
and appropriated British institutions as the only examples they have 
known. Even though this dominance did not allow for reflections 
on how to relate to each other on the continent, it is clear that it has 
formed the foundation upon which everything else is built. They traced 
the country’s media history to the British liberal model and social 
institutions from military to media assistance as elements that have 
become so established that it is an effort in futility to oppose them.

They also called for ways to appropriate, for themselves, these 
established norms as Ghanaian alternatives to the British originals. 
These narratives are the original goals of a British education in Africa, 
which Walter Rodney (1981) referred to as the act of turning the African 
elite into a fair-minded English-man. Quite apart from these historical 
entanglements that might sometimes sound like an excuse for their 
inability to cause a change in the course of practising journalism, they 
equally established visible and undeniable migratory linkages between 
Ghana and Britain. Anya Schiffrin (2010) confirms a real scramble for 
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the postcolonial African journalism practice through media assistance 
and other kinds of influences. Continuous investment in Ghanaian 
journalism by international media in different training programmes 
remains a measure of the International media’s quest to keep the status 
quo. Ahead in this game is the BBC World Service, which has had 
a peculiarly privileged role since the colonial era, described by Peter 
Golding (1979) as an authoritative way of mirroring their professional 
ideologies wherever they went. It was not surprising for the Ghanaian 
journalists that the BBC World Service occupied a largely dominant 
role as the source of foreign news about the entire African continent. 

The literature dealing with journalistic co-orientation considers 
these lingering historical and contemporary relationships as cultural 
affinity, or a form of proximity. What this study has offered is the 
argument that we have to disaggregate bundles/concepts of cultural 
affinity and proximity to account for the unique situations, such as the 
enduring power imbalance between the colonised and the coloniser 
that operates in line with the colonial thinking pattern. 

Informal Relationships and Personal Contacts

Intermedia agenda-setting between Ghanaian newspapers and their 
Nigerian counterparts evolved from informal relationships that have 
been built on the personal contacts of the journalists. Three of the 
editors lived and worked in Nigeria as journalists. Through their work 
experience, they built informal working relationships that have allowed 
for the sharing of news with their Nigerian newspaper counterparts. 
Apart from these, it became a dominant argument in almost all the 
four newspapers that they are largely inclined to building on their 
contacts in conferences and assignments to maintain them as sources. 

The issue of relationships became more nuanced as it extended 
to the country where the editor studied. CNN was widely used by 
American-trained editors, while those who were British-trained 
generally preferred Reuters, with the exception of the BBC World 
Service, which was widely sourced by all the four newspapers as a 
representative of the British legacy and influential global media. This 
particular reason for journalistic co-orientation has evolved quite 
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informally but was revealed as a potent means of driving which news 
agency is selected as the source of foreign news in the Ghanaian press. 

Conclusions

This concluding section begins with a recapitulation of objectives 
and findings; and a look back at how the conceptual and theoretical 
frameworks assisted in interrogating the purpose of the study. This is 
followed by limitations encountered and how they were negotiated. 
The study’s contribution to theoretical debates in international news is 
presented as a guide for future research. 

Recapitulation of Purpose and Findings

The coverage of Africa in the Ghanaian press falls predominantly 
under the concept of Afro-pessimism. The substantial concentration 
on the subjects of politics and, to some extent, on the economy and 
social vices resulted in dominant themes emerging, such as war, crime, 
killings, crises and terrorism. The tone/quality of the coverage was 
largely (80%) negative. Even though the findings were not compared 
with what the coverage looked like some decades ago, these results 
clearly show that Africa’s media image in the Ghanaian press is as 
negative as it is around the world. But it is crucial to note that Africa’s 
portrayal in the Ghanaian media is predominantly constructed from 
the perspective of the Northern press, led by the sweeping influence 
of the BBC World Service. The BBC’s singular influence, for instance, 
is enabled by the complex colonial and postcolonial trajectories that 
have lingered and promoted the British foreign broadcaster as the 
ultimate reference point for most professional journalists in Ghana. 
Although the BBC is generally an influential international broadcaster, 
the massive reliance on it for news about Africa, in this Ghanaian case, 
is not an example of globalisation but an element of domination that 
never ended. 

The rise of Xinhua News Agency from China as an eminent 
actor, despite being constructed as South–South cooperation, rather 
reflects the success China’s soft-power has achieved. This so-called 



186   The Image of Africa in Ghana’s Press

South–South cooperation signals looming domination as a result of 
the unequal power relations that characterises its workings so far. 

The international intermedia agenda-setting preferences identified 
here have largely evolved through three approaches: the enduring 
historical and colonial relationship, Chinese soft power activities and 
other informal relationships built around personal contacts of staff of 
these newspapers.

Considering the entire foreign news selection decision in Ghana as 
a social subject shaped by myriad influences, the journalists argued 
that Africa’s negative media image is also, in practice, shaped by 
organisational level elements such as economic hardships and its 
cost-cutting rationales; their proximity to the dominant normative 
journalistic ideology; and the uneven encounters between Ghanaian 
and their Northern press counterparts that have not changed over the 
years.

The entire foreign news selection process in Ghana operates in three 
prevailing conditions that individual, organisational and ideological 
levels of influence have no control over. Three dominant conditions of 
this nature were deconstructed to improve the continent’s image in the 
near future: profitability; advertising bias underpinned by economic 
rationality; and routine technological challenges.

Conceptual and Theoretical Framework Revisited

It has been argued already in this study that conceptual and theoretical 
frameworks provide a cogent approach in tackling data collection and 
analysis with emphasis on the subjects of interests, processes and the 
interrelationships between them. Relating these to the arguments of 
Matthew Miles et al. (2014) and Vincent Anfara and Norma Mertz 
(2006), it is fair to say that the frameworks do change quite frequently in 
qualitative research, due to an asymmetrical social world, and, as such, 
it is prudent to point out which role the frameworks played regarding 
the determination of the findings to provide further justifications for 
them.
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Figure 7.1, a variation of Figure 3.3., illustrates the development of 
conceptual assumptions throughout the study and into the study’s 
findings. The three vertical rectangular boxes represent journalists, 
the newspapers and the Ghanaian society. Movement along this 
continuum is both reflexive and iterative. The influences of these boxes 
are unique but cannot be delimited as completely individual because 
of the interdependent and inter-related symbiotic social framework 
within which they operate to determine the news content.

The argument that print media journalists as individuals 
possessed a good appreciation of newsworthiness before joining 
the newspapers was upheld, since most of the interviewees had 
prior journalism education that appeared quite effective from their 
description. However, the assumption that the knowledge they have 
brought along could be a sole determinant of what news items they 
select about Africa was not valid, because they described some 
ideological and organisational conditions that they are required to 
entirely submit to. In the process, their knowledge is subdued under 
these conditions. Therefore, the arrow connecting the behaviour of 
individual journalists directly to the eventual message (Africa’s Media 
Image) is now indicated with dotted lines (showing very little or no 
influence) instead of full influence indicated in the initial assumption 
in Figure 3.3. The two other boxes representing organisational needs 
and ideological functions did not also directly affect the eventual 
message. Even though there was evidence for journalists leaning 
towards the style of the colonial master’s as a form of measuring 
quality, it was difficult to establish that foreign news is a ultimately 
and wholly a product of these ideological influences because there 
were conditions at the organisational level that this argument had to 
equally submit to — profitability, specific technological challenges and 
advertising bias underpinned by economic rationality. Based on these, 
I argue that foreign news selection decision-making process in Ghana 
is predominantly a product of the three levels envisaged and there 
is a mid-point where they converge before exerting their influences 
(Foreign News Selection Filter). Their influences are difficult to delimit 
entirely. However, the two upper rectangles (organisational level 
needs and ideological functions) seemed more dominant. Relying on 
a similar argument by Ofori-Birikorang (2009), I contend that the local 
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newspapers, as modern institutions, have demonstrated in what ways 
they would like to challenge the ruling order of the postcolonial state. 
The Ghanaian journalists also mentioned the ideological influence of 
single alternative, which explains the fact that the BBC World Service 
shaped their childhood before they joined journalism schools not 
because they wanted it but because it was the only alternative available 
at the time. The analogies raised here together can be considered as the 
superior role the ideological functions exert on the two other levels, 
especially on the individual journalist level.

Negotiating the Limitations of the Study

I should stress that this study would have revealed very broad dynamics 
if it had studied more countries not necessarily as quantitative 
research but as a broader yardstick for developing future research on 
how the African self-identity and speech agency can evolve through 
the coverage of foreign news. This is because individual countries on 
the continent have a unique context within which to describe their 
contemporary agency. As such these findings provide only an in-depth 
analysis for the Ghanaian case. What could have been useful was to 
zone the entire continent into colonial experiences and press freedom, 
and then select areas based on differences and similarities between 
countries that could provide insightful data. But this requires more 
time and resources, which this particular study could not support.

The use of ethnographic content analysis (ECA) as a method 
of qualitative content analysis is an attempt to eliminate major 
weaknesses of the conventional content analysis by advocating for the 
collection of numeric and narrative data while conceptualising the text 
as fieldwork. However, the centrality of the researcher, rather than the 
code sheet (see Atheide, 1987), presents a real challenge to replications 
as a priori coding is discouraged. Based on the recommendations of 
Philipp Mayring (2000), this weakness was envisaged and worked 
on by adopting a step by step analysis largely based on theory-driven 
initial codes in the coding process. It is also useful to indicate that 
because the study was not entirely conducted using ethnographic 
content analysis, these weaknesses were further resolved through 
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the interview sessions where some findings were discouraged and 
eliminated using the insights and arguments of the interviewees.

The use of multiple theories requires that I conceptualise for which 
level of the entire study a specific theoretical insight applies. To do 
this, I had to make assumptions based on my explorative knowledge 
about which variables and people would provide useful insights as 
was shown in the conceptual framework. For example, to apply the 
theory of newsworthiness to journalists’ behaviour was completely 
an assumption based on my explorative knowledge and the literature. 
These assumptions pooled useful insights that would have otherwise 
been ignored. 

Due to the lack of newspaper database in Ghana for the selected 
newspapers, keyword searches were not used for news article 
mining. This would have eliminated all the complexities surrounding 
sampling of newspaper and editions. Rather a multi-stage sampling 
approach recommended by Daniel Riffe, Stephen Lacy and Frederick 
Fico (2014) was applied where the newspapers were selected based 
on their circulation numbers using the Afro-barometer media report 
as the yardstick. Newspaper circulation figures in Ghana have 
been contested because some researchers have discovered that the 
figures, due to advertising, do not reflect reality. But the selections of 
these newspapers were justified also by the fact that most previous 
researchers have also relied on these same newspapers due to the 
consistency they have demonstrated over time. 

To identify the sources used for the coverage of Africa in the 
Ghanaian press, a content analysis was conducted using census 
method where all editions of the four newspapers over the twenty-
four months were sampled. The two constructed week approach was 
applied to the selection of news articles related to Africa for further 
qualitative analysis. In place of the keyword search approach, the 
methodical multi-stage sampling of newspapers, editions and units of 
analysis have offered the study diversity in the data that was analysed.

The process involved in getting the articles from the selected 
newspapers into a machine-readable form for the analysis was 
enormous. The newspapers were found in the University of Cape 
Coast library periodical archives in Ghana. However, they were 
bound in a monthly series that was impossible to scan based on the 
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available scanners. I had to turn to Valco Hall library in the same 
University of Cape Coast, where loose sheets of the newspapers were 
kept. After borrowing these newspapers, it became evident that there 
were no optical character recognition (OCR) scans in the entire city. 
The eventual decision to use an A4 sheet size OCR scanner at the 
University of Cape Coast Library was timely but also limiting since the 
dateline was lost, and this meant that quotations from ethnographic 
content analysis had to be identified using a special alfa-numeric code 
to identify where they are located in the newspaper article data. Under 
normal circumstances, these should have been cited as newspaper 
articles.

The application of two ethnographic techniques to a postcolonial 
study provided very useful insights, but it also presented real 
challenges in the analysis because of my immersion in the entire 
research process. Like other critical interpretive genres (feminist, 
postmodern and poststructural methodologies), this postcolonial 
study adopted a creative way of collecting and understanding the data 
which is explicitly critical and not very much tied to established forms 
of objectivity. It is crucial to mention that the use of “I” frequently is 
indicative of this embeddedness, which Zehra Sayed (2016) describes 
as a common impulse of the critical interpretive inquiry. It is factual 
that I am Ghanaian and African. My interviewees know this and 
that closeness to the Ghanaian ways of thinking and doing offered 
some limiting perspectives especially when applying critical theory 
and interpretive methodology. Therefore, recognising this limitation 
becomes a large step towards dealing with it. 

Access to the natural environment of the journalists and the 
application of very rudimentary processes of analysis are forms of 
research reflexivity aimed at ensuring that opinionated interpretations 
of the data were eliminated. One useful strategy that neutralised the 
limitation of my “I” in this study was peer-review, suggested by John 
Creswell (2014). The quarterly reviews of the School of International 
and Intercultural Communication (SIIC) offered opportunities to three 
professors, guest researchers and nine other cohort members of the 
year group to evaluate the entire study from the beginning to the end.
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Key Contributions

Here, I enumerate the contributions of this study to the theoretical 
debates, advances made in the use of the hybrid methodology in the 
areas of journalism research, sociology and critical theory. The general 
contributions to the state of the art in international communication 
and direction for future research are equally outlined.

New Theoretical Insight into What Makes “News”

News selection research has long been occupied with the age-old 
question of how events become news. The positivist, object-based 
proponents in this debate have argued that the nature of news events 
is a significant determinant of newsworthiness criteria and when an 
event possesses more of such criteria it tends to have a news value that 
appeals to journalists (Galtung and Ruge, 1965; Staab, 1990; Harcup 
and O’Neil, 2001; Eilders, 2006; Schwarz, 2006; Shoemaker, 2006). 
It is crucial to state that within this object-based approach, several 
reconsiderations have occurred. Pamela Shoemaker (2006) argues in 
a commentary that “We should no longer use the prominence with 
which events are covered as a measure of the event’s newsworthiness, 
and our theories should not use newsworthiness as the sole (or 
even an important) predictor of what becomes news” (p. 111). J. F. 
Staab, Christiane Eilders and Andreas Schwarz have all made similar 
comments that news factors are not the only relevant predictor of news 
selection decisions because they are just one of several elements. The 
opposite of this object-based argument is the subject-based argument 
that news is very much determined by the nature of the selection 
process, which relies on the political, economic and ideological goals of 
the news industry (Gans, 2004; Herman and Chomsky, 2008; Van Djik, 
2009; Othman et al., 2014). The discord between these two traditions is 
that they hardly recognise that news selection could be the result of both 
object- and subject-based factors and that depending on the context, 
one tradition loses its potency to another. I contribute to this debate 
by bridging the gap between the two theoretical paradigms by tracing 
the entire news selection from the individual journalist’s appreciation 
of how the nature of events contributes to the news selection decision. 
I later weakened the objectivist view of the journalists by showing 
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them the results of their work to seek more critical reasoning that 
had accounted for the coverage. In this approach, the journalists have 
revealed the symbiotic nature of these two approaches that have not 
been properly defined so far. From these findings, I argue forcefully that 
the decision of what African news is reported in the Ghanaian press 
on a daily basis is a product of event-oriented factors, organisational 
needs, conditions and the subconscious ideological elements rooted in 
the postcolonial mindset. These descriptions go far beyond the news 
and the journalists to their social milieu, which is very well accounted 
for in this study.

The claim by the journalists that they had sufficient understanding 
of what news constituted before even going to journalism school 
meant that their pre-journalism education was even ideologically 
influenced by a liberal model — led by the BBC — which was the only 
option available to them at that time. On this point, I contend that 
individual appreciation of the event-oriented nature of news criteria, 
which is usually described as a micro-/individual level element in 
most research, could itself be borne out of an ideological immersion. 
To solidify the bridge between the object and subject arguments, I posit 
in this study that the event-oriented objectivist appreciation of what 
makes news does exist, but it is quite easily blurred by the practical 
organisational dynamics and overarching ideology within which the 
entire news selection process originates and operates.

Journalism and communication studies have had limited interaction 
with postcolonial studies, even though they have a similar agenda 
(Thomass, 2016; Shome, 2009; Shome and Hegde, 2002 and Grossberg, 
1982). Like the recent attempts of Wasserman (2006) and Toussaint 
Nothias (2015), this study contributes to the greater dialogue between 
postcolonial theory and journalism studies. It also offers interesting 
and new insights into foreign news as produced in the Ghanaian media 
and the role of international news organisations on this whole process. 
Overall, it makes for an original and important empirical contribution 
to the field of journalism and postcolonial studies by arguing, based 
on its findings, that the kind of dependency syndrome in foreign 
newsgathering currently occurring in the Ghanaian press was the 
very element the nationalist press resisted, but ultimately succumbed 
to, around the time of Ghana’s independence. Unfortunately, the 
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re-enactment of these serious colonial complexities has been rather 
described as globalisation. 

Even though some of the Ghanaian newspapers recognise these 
dominations and have envisaged subversive reuse, I argue that the 
Ghanaian foreign news third space is marked by dormant execution 
of resistance that dares to dislocate the centrality of the dominant 
international news organisations. The application of South–South 
cooperation to the influence of China’s Xinhua News Agency is itself 
underpinned by another unequal power relation, which is largely 
similar to previous approaches from the Northern Hemisphere. The 
biggest take-home point here is that the Centre–Periphery model, 
which described the relationship between developed and developing 
nations, cannot be pinned to those binary positionalities. As peripheries 
become semi-peripheries, they tend to re-enact the imbalances that 
characterised the Centre–Periphery relationship and from there a new 
model emerges with new positionalities, which are based on power 
relational capacities, and not on a developed or developing binary.

The theory of agenda-setting has moved to its fourth phase, where 
researchers are more prone to questioning how the media’s agenda 
is set in the first place, especially in an era where harsh economic 
conditions have resulted in massive journalistic co-orientations 
involving dependence of non-elite media on their elite counterparts. 
What one sees in both national and cross-border investigations of 
this phenomenon is a strict attachment to the application of statistical 
analysis to demonstrate whether or not such journalistic co-orientations 
exist. This study in its open and critical approach to the search for the 
reasoning behind these journalistic co-orientations discovered that 
the phenomenon is currently determined by factors that have hardly 
occupied inter-nation intermedia agenda-setting researchers. Offering 
an explanatory level analysis, I posit that inter-nation intermedia 
agenda-setting relationships in Ghana are largely shaped by China’s 
soft power activities, lingering historical and colonial relations and 
informal relationships built on past work contacts of journalists, 
editors and owners. These new insights need disaggregation from 
known factors such as proximity and cultural affinity, because they are 
unique in and of themselves.



 1957. Discussing Africa’s Media Image in Ghana 

General State of the Art

I contribute three general insights to the ongoing debate about Afro-
pessimism by contesting the literature (Bunce et al., 2017; Bunce 2015; 
Nothias, 2015; Ojo, 2014; Nothias, 2017; Obijiofor and MacKinnon, 
2016; Scott, 2015). I contribute to this debate with a disruption of their 
argument that Ghana’s representation of the continent, to which she 
belongs, is largely negative and determined mostly by the influence of 
the press from the Northern Hemisphere. Second, I argue that China’s 
soft power activities are dominant in the Ghanaian newspaper industry 
through the reuse of Xinhua News Agency materials. This Chinese 
success has not encountered any impediments, as was recounted by 
Wasserman (2016) in the South African case. However, the unequal 
power dynamic within which this success has been achieved in Ghana 
is no different from the lingering remnants of the colonial encounter. 
This effectively provides empirical evidence to support Chris 
Paterson’s (2017) inclusion of China as an imperialist actor on the 
African media landscape. Third, I contribute to the intermedia agenda-
setting research by arguing that Ghanaian journalistic co-orientations 
are determined largely by China’s soft power influences, historical 
but enduring colonial associations with the United Kingdom and 
personal contacts of the newspaper journalists around the continent. 
The evolution of this area of research requires empirical evidence (Du, 
2013), which was largely provided in this study. This then means inter-
nation intermedia agenda-setting researchers would have to extend their 
list of the reasons for the existence of such relationships or recognise 
that testing only previously established factors does not allow for 
disaggregation of elements within those factors. 

Future Research

This study nonetheless leaves gaps which future researchers can 
improve on, and here I outline five of these for researchers seeking to 
work in this area. First, the use of visuals in African representation in 
the Ghanaian press was not included in this study, but it could offer 
another interpretation and validation for some of the conclusions of 
this study. As Nothias (2015) suggests, the visuals infuse a unique 
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corroboration from the semiotic tradition and this has usually been 
understood as part of the typology of Afro-pessimism.

Second, the theoretical battle between the Fanonian submissive 
resemblance (Fanon, 2008) and the subversive resemblance/hybridity 
of Bhabha (Bhabha, 1994; and Kraidy, 2002) requires further 
investigation supported by wide empirical data and typology of what 
constitutes resistance. Ideas about African agency has become a way of 
humanising the discrimination and negative representation the people 
of the continent have been subjected to. Neither Fanon nor Bhabha 
provided any clear boundaries for either their submissive or subversive 
imitation with which empirical tests could be applied.

The third subject other researchers should aim at resolving is 
the imbalance in the volume of news between private and public 
newspapers in Ghana that largely disrupts the sampling equity. Ofori-
Birikorang (2009) points to the same issue with health news. I realised 
equally that the volume of international news produced by the two 
public newspapers far outweighs their two private counterparts and to 
achieve balance in the volume of news for the content analysis one will 
probably require a 2:1 ratio of private–public newspapers. It is crucial 
to think about this because the sizeable performance of the Xinhua 
News Agency was only seen in the influential public press. This means 
I could have found other influential outliers (Al Jazeera and CNN) in 
the private press, if I had an equal volume of news articles from the 
private press.

The fourth consideration will be to consider studying the electronic 
press either separately or together with the newspapers. This might 
help in describing the resistance issue, since there is a discussion of 
an emerging African narrative style in local language radio and TV 
broadcasting that is oppositional to Western journalistic standards and 
ethics. 

Future researchers could look into the geographical composition 
of foreign news coverage in the Ghanaian press and include more 
countries with similar and dissimilar press freedom and colonial 
orientations and language. These could add further colour and depth 
to the empirical discoveries in this study.


