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Maria Stuart, described as Schiller’s most perfect play, is a fi nely balanced, inven� ve account 
of the last day of the cap� ve Queen of Scotland, caught up in a great contest for the throne of 
England a� er the death of Henry VIII and over the ques� on of England’s religious confession.  
Hope for and doubt about Mary’s deliverance grow in the fi rst two acts, given to the Sco�  sh 
and the English queen respec� vely, reach crisis at the center of the play, where the two queens 
meet in a famous scene in a castle park, and die away in acts four and fi ve, as the ac� on 
advances to its inevitable end.  The play is at once classical tragedy of great fi neness, costume 
drama of the highest order—a spectacle on the stage—and one of the great moments in the 
long tradi� on of classical rhetoric, as Elizabeth’s ministers argue for and against execu� on of 
a royal prisoner.

Flora Kimmich’s new transla� on carefully preserves the spirit of the original:  the pathos 
and passion of Mary in cap� vity, the high seriousness of Elizabeth’s ministers in council, and 
the robust comedy of that queen’s un� dy private life.  Notes to the text iden� fy the many 
historical fi gures who appear in the text, describe the poli� cal se�  ng of the ac� on, and draw 
a� en� on to the structure of the play.

Roger Paulin’s introduc� on discusses the many threads of the confl ict in Maria Stuart and 
enriches our understanding of this much-loved, much-produced play. 

Maria Stuart is the last of a series of fi ve new transla� ons of Schiller’s major plays, 
accompanied by notes to the text and an authorita� ve introduc� on, and made freely 
available  to read and download  for free on the publisher’s website. Printed and 
digital edi� ons, together with supplementary digital material, can also be found at
 www.openbookpublishers.com

Cover image:  Mary, Queen of Scots a� er Nicholas Hilliard (1578), oil on panel, public domain. Wikimedia, 
h� ps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mary,_Queen_of_Scots_a� er_Nicholas_Hilliard.jpg. 
Cover design: Anna Ga�  .
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Short Life of Mary Stuart
Flora Kimmich

Mary Stuart was born on 8 December 1542 to King James V of Scotland, 
nephew of Henry Tudor by his mother, and his French wife Mary, of 
the powerful House of Guise. Six days later James died and the new-
born princess became Queen of Scotland. Thereupon began the jousting 
about her figure that was to accompany her all her life and lead to her 
death.

She was removed from this unrest to the House of Guise in France, 
where she was brought up as a royal princess from age five, betrothed 
to the Dauphin, and at age sixteen married to him. A year later the 
Dauphin became King Francis II, and in December 1560 he died. He 
was succeeded by ten-year-old Charles IX; their mother, Catherine de’ 
Medici, acted as regent. Mary returned to Scotland.

Five years later Mary was married to her cousin Henry Stuart, Lord 
Darnley, descended, like Mary, from Henry Tudor’s sister, and new 
unrest broke out among the factions in Scotland. Darnley proved a 
difficult husband; he demanded the crown matrimonial, which Mary 
refused; the marriage, which had produced a son, James, was known 
to be strained. In February 1567 an explosion destroyed a house where 
Darnley was staying, and Darnley was found dead in the garden. The 
corpse bore no marks. Suspicion fell on many, most firmly on James 
Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell, who was tried and swiftly acquitted, 
whereupon he undertook to marry Mary. In April 1567 Mary, returning 
from a visit to her son, was abducted by Bothwell and, some said, raped. 
In May they were married.

The marriage created a scandal and gave rise to new unrest. Mary 
was forced to abdicate in favor of her son; Bothwell was driven into exile. 
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Thereafter Mary was shifted from one place of confinement to another, 
first in Scotland, then in England, where she had sought refuge. When 
the play opens she has been moved from Earl Shrewsbury’s liberal 
custody to stricter detention under Sir Amias Paulet.


