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Educati onal insti tuti ons play an instrumental role in social and politi cal 
change, and are responsible for the environmental and social ethics of their 
insti tuti onal practi ces. The essays in this volume criti cally examine scholarly 
research practi ces in the age of the Anthropocene, and ask what accountability 
educators and researchers have in ‘righti ng’ their relati onship to the 
environment. The volume further calls att enti on to the geographical, fi nancial, 
legal and politi cal barriers that might limit scholarly dialogue by excluding 
researchers from parti cipati ng in traditi onal modes of scholarly conversati on.

As such, Right Research is a bold invitati on to the academic community 
to rigorous self-refl ecti on on what their research looks like, how it is 
conducted, and how it might be developed so as to increase accessibility and 
sustainability, and decrease carbon footprint. The volume follows a three-
part structure that bridges conceptual and practi cal concerns: the fi rst secti on 
challenges our assumpti ons about how sustainability is defi ned, measured 
and practi ced; the second secti on showcases arti st-researchers whose work 
engages with the impact of humans on our environment; while the third 
secti on investi gates how academic spaces can model eco-conscious behaviour.

This ti mely volume responds to an increased demand for environmentally 
sustainable research, and is outstanding not only in its interdisciplinarity, but its 
embrace of non-traditi onal formats, spanning academic arti cles, creati ve acts, 
personal refl ecti ons and dialogues. Right Research will be a valuable resource 
for educators and researchers interested in developing and hybridizing their 
scholarly communicati on formats in the face of the current climate crisis.
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Coda

Hart Cohen

Having recently visited the western High Arctic, the sense of it 
as a ‘barometer’ of climate change is due to its vulnerability to 
environmental change.69 This features in the context of the discourses 
of both research institutions and so-called ‘non-state actors’, and is 
linked to the Anthropocene. Rapidly melting sea ice, as well as other 
impacts of climate change, have been documented in a report on 
recently completed comprehensive studies.70 The results have led to 
the emergence of multiple sources such as non-state actors, NGOs, and 
research organizations (e.g., Canadian High Arctic Research Station 
or CHARS) as significant influences in understanding and informing 
policy relating to the complex issues of climate change.

Fig. 9 Arctic Ocean from Cambridge Bay (Ikalutuuttiaq), Western High Arctic. 
Photograph by Hart Cohen, 2019.

69  Dorothea Wehrmann, ‘The polar regions as “barometers” in the Anthropocene: 
Towards a new significance of non-state actors in international cooperation?’, The 
Polar Journal, 6.2 (2016), 379–397, https://doi.org/10.1080/2154896x.2016.1241483. 

70  Gary Stern and Ashley Gaden, eds., From Science To Policy In The Western And Central 
Canadian Arctic: An Integrated Regional Impact Study (IRIS) Of Climate Change And 
Modernization (Quebec City: ArcticNet, 2015), pp. 300–341, http://www.arcticnet.
ulaval.ca/pdf/media/IRIS_FromScience_ArcticNet_lr.pdf. 
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 39314. Sustainability, Living Labs and Repair

In this context, by way of example, research organizations have included 
Inuit Elders as consultants to gauge the impact of climate change on their 
activities such as hunting and fishing, the impact on animal behaviour 
and specifically on environmental changes they have been able to 
observe in recent times. This supports the view71 that the Anthropocene 
increases the likelihood for cooperation between non-state and state 
actors in the attempts to address climate change.

The logic of our contribution above bears out this view of the 
importance of non-state actors in assisting with this process of 
engagement with climate change. The examples of the engagement 
undertaken as part of the Living Lab suggest that students, academic staff 
and Aboriginal people—both stakeholders and rights-holders—have 
come to meet the complex and many varied challenges of climate change.

But the issues surrounding Anthropocene thinking and its intellectual 
horizons are anything but settled. Contemporary disputations include 
works by Dipesh Chakrabarty, who cites a historicist paradox in 
the anxieties that predict the end of humanity;72 as well as Bruno 
Latour’s attacks on scientific practice, now reversed in the era of the 
Anthropocene, where he articulates something resembling a ‘Living 
Lab’: ‘I am working on something like laboratory life—a combination 
of lab and field work in an area called the “critical zone”—the study of 
the earth’s skin’.73 The ideas developed in relation to the South Vineyard 
Creek above suggest a strong affinity to the ‘critical zone’ approach. And 
finally, Donna Haraway argues that the Anthropocene is a ‘boundary’ 
not an ‘epoch’. As she says, the Anthropocene throws into relief the 
Holocene, whose epoch allowed for ‘cheap nature’ or a massive draw 
on the planet’s resources. Haraway thus calls for participatory people-
based action ‘with intense commitment and collaborative work and play 
with other Terrans, flourishing for rich multispecies assemblages that 
include people’.74

71  Wehrmann (2016).
72  Dipesh Chakraborty, ‘The climate of history: Four theses’, Critical Inquiry 35.2 

(2009), 197–222, https://doi.org/10.1086/596640. 
73  Jop de Vrieze, ‘Bruno Latour, a veteran of the ‘Science Wars’, has a new mission’, 

Science (October 10, 2017), https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/10/bruno-
latour-veteran-science-wars-has-new-mission and https://doi.org/10.1126/science.
aaq1805. 

74  Donna Haraway, ‘Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene, Chthulucene: 
Making kin’, Environmental Humanities, 6 (2015), 159–165 (p. 160), https://doi.
org/10.1215/22011919-3615934.
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In a modest manner, we believe the projects found in this chapter 
emulate this call to commitment and action.

Fig. 10  Stop sign in Cambridge Bay (Ikalutuuttiaq). Photograph by Hart Cohen, 
2019.
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