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Educati onal insti tuti ons play an instrumental role in social and politi cal 
change, and are responsible for the environmental and social ethics of their 
insti tuti onal practi ces. The essays in this volume criti cally examine scholarly 
research practi ces in the age of the Anthropocene, and ask what accountability 
educators and researchers have in ‘righti ng’ their relati onship to the 
environment. The volume further calls att enti on to the geographical, fi nancial, 
legal and politi cal barriers that might limit scholarly dialogue by excluding 
researchers from parti cipati ng in traditi onal modes of scholarly conversati on.

As such, Right Research is a bold invitati on to the academic community 
to rigorous self-refl ecti on on what their research looks like, how it is 
conducted, and how it might be developed so as to increase accessibility and 
sustainability, and decrease carbon footprint. The volume follows a three-
part structure that bridges conceptual and practi cal concerns: the fi rst secti on 
challenges our assumpti ons about how sustainability is defi ned, measured 
and practi ced; the second secti on showcases arti st-researchers whose work 
engages with the impact of humans on our environment; while the third 
secti on investi gates how academic spaces can model eco-conscious behaviour.

This ti mely volume responds to an increased demand for environmentally 
sustainable research, and is outstanding not only in its interdisciplinarity, but its 
embrace of non-traditi onal formats, spanning academic arti cles, creati ve acts, 
personal refl ecti ons and dialogues. Right Research will be a valuable resource 
for educators and researchers interested in developing and hybridizing their 
scholarly communicati on formats in the face of the current climate crisis.

Cover image by Leanne Olson, The Clay at Ryley, CC-BY-NC-ND Cover design by Emilie St-Hilaire.

Edited by Chelsea Miya, Oliver Rossier, and Geoff rey Rockwell

This is the author-approved editi on of this Open Access ti tle. As with all Open Book pub-
licati ons, this enti re book is available to read for free on the publisher’s website. Printed 
and digital editi ons, together with supplementary digital material, can also be found at 
www.openbookpublishers.com

EDITED BY CHELSEA MIYA
OLIVER ROSSIER AND GEOFFREY ROCKWELL



https://www.openbookpublishers.com

© 2021 Chelsea Miya, Oliver Rossier and Geoffrey Rockwell. Copyright of individual 
chapters is maintained by the chapter’s author.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license (CC 
BY 4.0). This license allows you to share, copy, distribute and transmit the work; to adapt 
the work and to make commercial use of the work providing attribution is made to the 
authors (but not in any way that suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work). 
Attribution should include the following information:

Chelsea Miya, Oliver Rossier and Geoffrey Rockwell (eds), Right Research: Modelling 
Sustainable Research Practices in the Anthropocene. Cambridge, UK: Open Book Publishers, 
2021. https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0213

Copyright and permissions for the reuse of many of the images included in this 
publication differ from the above. This information is provided in the captions and in the 
list of illustrations.

In order to access detailed and updated information on the license, please visit https://
doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0213#copyright. Further details about CC BY licenses are available 
at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

All external links were active at the time of publication unless otherwise stated and have 
been archived via the Internet Archive Wayback Machine at https://archive.org/web

Digital material and resources associated with this volume are available at https://doi.
org/10.11647/OBP.0213#resources

Every effort has been made to identify and contact copyright holders and any omission or 
error will be corrected if notification is made to the publisher.

ISBN Paperback: 9781783749614
ISBN Hardback: 9781783749621
ISBN Digital (PDF): 9781783749638
ISBN Digital ebook (epub): 9781783749645
ISBN Digital ebook (mobi): 9781783749652
ISBN Digital (XML): 9781783749669
DOI: 10.11647/OBP.0213

Cover image by Leanne Olson, The Clay at Ryley, CC-BY-NC-ND. 
Cover design by Emilie St-Hilaire.

https://www.openbookpublishers.com
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0213
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0213#copyright
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0213#copyright
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://archive.org/web
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0213#resources
https://doi.org/10.11647/OBP.0213#resources


288 Right Research

From Repulsion to Care

Leanne Olson

I met thirty-something Shoe in midsummer. It appeared after a layer 
was scraped back off the Clover Bar ‘Landfull’ in Edmonton.19 Deemed 
in its end phase of life as pre-determined by discard culture,20 it was 
told: your span has ended, please retire to the pile. Yet, just look at Shoe! 
It’s quite intact—not wasted away at all, barely decayed—though it is 
missing its pair. 

By pausing, by shifting the gaze, I alter the process. What was the 
physical process of discarding Shoe? A quick flick of the wrist and into 
the can/luggage compartment that took Shoe to the Edmonton Waste 
Airport and onward to its final destination?21

But: freeze frame. Still image; a scenario where we can ultimately 
‘sustain’ time. Here’s a photo:

Fig. 3 Shoe Knew?, 33 in x 51 in, digital photograph. Leanne Olson, 2018.

19  Educators leading tours at the Edmonton Waste Management Centre use the word 
‘landfull’ when describing a full landfill to visitors.

20  See, e.g., https://discardstudies.com/about/. Discard Studies is a term used ‘to 
ensure that the categories of what is systematically left out, devalued, left behind, 
and externalized are left open’. See Liboiron, Max. “Why ‘Discard Studies’? Why Not 
‘Waste Studies’?” Discard Studies, 4 Sept. 2014, discardstudies.com/2014/09/04/
why-discard-studies-why-not-waste-studies-2/.

21  ‘Edmonton Waste Airport’ is how I describe the Edmonton Waste Management 
Centre, as most materials leave the facility and board ships, train cars, or enter sea 
cans, before they are sent to an array of individualized destinations.
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 28911. Art, Ecology, and the Politics of Form: A Panel Revisited  

Now Shoe has emerged again, via the industrial combines, to be found 
through a lens. By creating a photo of Shoe, I immortalize the sight of 
Shoe. This is not a familiar sight of Shoe, nor is the site readily accessible. 
By making Shoe a four-foot art piece, I ask for an expansion in visual 
memory. I ask to set aside a slot in our minds for decay. With Shoe soon 
to be in a gallery, I wonder, will there be any empathy for Shoe? 

I recently completed a year-long artist residency at the Edmonton 
Waste Management Centre, a program funded by the Edmonton Arts 
Council. Embedded in the operations of waste managing and processing, 
I became more and more comfortable with discards, becoming visually 
familiar with the materials and working up to an embrace of decay.

Fig. 4 The Clay at Ryley, 33 in x 51 in, digital photograph. Leanne Olson, 2018.

As James K. Rowe asserts in his essay, ‘Is a fear of death at the heart of 
capitalism?’,22 to combat and interrogate the fear of death (or time), we 
must first acknowledge the fear, observing where it arises and how it 
permeates. Knowing this, we can familiarize. We can learn, we can say 
Hello to the land that holds these materials. Through acknowledgement, 
we learn which land holds these materials, reflecting on the proximity 
of that land to the city and power structures that created the materials.

Let’s take a closer look at other skins of consumption. 

22  James K. Rowe, ‘Is a fear of death at the heart of capitalism?’, Ernest Becker Foundation (April 
26, 2016), https://ernestbecker.org/is-a-fear-of-death-at-the-heart-of-capitalism/. 

https://ernestbecker.org/is-a-fear-of-death-at-the-heart-of-capitalism/
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Is waste the visual reminder of what we pay to hide?
Stacked in a pyramid, an undeniably hierarchical formation, are the 

leftover carcasses of corporate slogans. Viewing corporate advertising 
as a muddled slew for a year has been a refreshing experience. 
Cleansing, even. By documenting materials in these formations—as 
decaying slogans or word puzzles—I introduce an additional view of 
consumption:

Fig. 5 NOW, 33 in x 51 in, digital photograph. Leanne Olson, 2018.


