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Gábor Lövei’s scien� fi c communica� on course for students and scien� sts 
explores the intricacies involved in publishing primary scien� fi c papers, and has 
been taught in more than twenty countries. Scienti fi c Writi ng for the Non-English 
Speaker is the dis� lla� on of Lövei’s lecture notes and experience gathered over 
two decades; it is the coursebook many have been wai� ng for.

The book’s three main sec� ons correspond with the three main stages of a 
paper’s journey from idea to print: planning, wri� ng, and publishing. Within the 
book’s chapters, complex ques� ons such as ‘How to write the introduc� on?’ or 

‘How to submit a manuscript?’ are broken down into smaller, more manageable 
problems that are then discussed in a straigh� orward, conversa� onal manner, 
providing an easy and enjoyable reading experience.

This volume stands out from its fi eld by targe� ng scien� sts whose fi rst language 
is not English. While also touching on ma� ers of style and grammar, the book’s 
main goal is to advise on fi rst principles of communica� on.

Scienti fi c Writi ng for the Non-English Speaker is an excellent resource for any 
student or scien� st wishing to learn more about the scien� fi c publishing process 
and scien� fi c communica� on. It will be especially useful to those coming from 
outside the English-speaking world and looking for a comprehensive guide for 
publishing their work in English.

This is the author-approved edi� on of this Open Access � tle. As with all Open 
Book publica� ons, this en� re book is available to read for free on the publisher’s 
website. Printed and digital edi� ons, together with supplementary digital 
material, can also be found at www.openbookpublishers.com
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26. What to Do with a  
Published Paper?

Once you have published a paper, you can sit back and wait for 
recognition and world fame to arrive. It may be a long wait. Until that 
happens, there are a few things that are necessary or advisable to do. 

First, remember to provide the necessary depository copies, or to 
deposit the electronic file in the appropriate digital repository. Sending 
copies of your output to your funding organisations is often not just 
a courtesy, but an obligation, and is specified in the research contract. 
Do not neglect this. If more physical copies are needed than you have, 
print and mail them. Foundations, especially private foundations, often 
collect the outputs that emerge from projects done with their support. 
This may be an important way of documenting the usefulness of their 
existence.

Of course, if you are the corresponding author, you should make 
sure that all your co-authors have copies of the published paper. Your 
institutional library may also have an archive containing the outputs 
from your unit or department. Give (or send) a copy to the librarian. It is 
polite (and, therefore, a good idea), to give copies to people who appear 
in the paper by name, either as sources of personal communication, or 
who you acknowledged for helping you along the way to publication. 
Likewise, it is a friendly gesture to send a copy to cited authors — but 
use this option with restraint: maybe to authors of primary papers you 
cited, but not to those of books or reviews. 

You can also use the published paper as a networking tool, giving 
copies to your colleagues, group leaders, friends, parents, rivals, 
supervisors, etc. Think about other people or organisations who can 
benefit from the information you published. These might be non-
governmental organisations, museums, collections, schools, field 
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stations and the like. They share one thing in common: difficulties in 
obtaining such primary scientific literature.

Reprint Requests

The custom of asking for copies of papers is dying, or may be a thing of 
the past already. When papers were mostly printed, authors received a 
limited number of printed copies (reprints) and anyone could ask for a 
copy. Practically, you never had to buy a reprint published by someone 
else — reprints were part of the toolkit that scientists used to network 
with each other. To some degree, the electronic replacement of this 
practice still thrives. You will receive requests for copies from fellow 
scientists, institutions, students, etc. It rarely costs you much to fulfil 
these requests, and I suggest you do.

Archiving Your Paper on a Personal Website

Uploading an electronic copy of your paper, either on your personal 
website or that of your organisation, may increase the availability of your 
paper to the wider public. This option may be useful — but observe any 
legal limitations that may exist. Some publishers allow you to upload 
your paper — but only as an accepted, non-typeset manuscript version. 
Others are not so restrictive. You may also be asked to deposit your 
work in a publicly available repository. Such options are useful, because 
it increases the chance that others will find your paper. However, 
this depends on where the work was originally published. Check the 
relevant rules and regulations, including the copyright agreement. 


