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Introduction
Simon Franklin

The title and subtitle of this book need some decipherment in order to
focus and limit expectations regarding its contents. What is here meant
by the mundane yet historically slippery word “information”? Within
that, what is implied by the phrase “mechanisms of communication” in
the subtitle? Easiest to locate should be the “empire” in question: it is
Russia. However, the Russian state was formally designated an empire
from 1721 to 1917, a period which does not at either end coincide with
the chronological boundaries of the present volume, ca.1600–1850. This,
too, will require prefatory explanation.
The study of information and communication has become central
to our understanding of the world in which we live. However, this
truism of modernity also has implications for our understanding of
pre-modernity. The means and the mechanisms change, but systems
of information and communication have always been central to the
ways in which humans operate in societies and states. All ages are, in
their own ways, “information ages”. Therefore, prompted in part by
discussion of the significance of information in the present and future,
historians have increasingly turned to investigating the mechanisms,
functions and significance of information in the past. Or so it appears.
In fact, of course, historians have been doing so for far longer than
is sometimes assumed or claimed. The study of information, of its
organisation, encoding, storage, retrieval and uses, is integral to wellestablished fields such as the history of the book, libraries, archives,
intelligence and espionage, or structures and methods of governance
© 2017 Simon Franklin, CC BY 4.0
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and administration. At the more general level, influential modern
studies of the social, cultural, economic and political implications of the
major pre-modern technologies of information—writing and printing—
have long been established without necessarily labelling them as such.1
What is, perhaps, relatively new is the focus on the word and the
concept of “information” itself. Often the word provides little more than
new packaging for, or a new angle of vision on, quite traditional types
of granular study.2 More substantive, however, is the foregrounding or
upgrading of claims for the importance of information as a key (for some,
the key) to understanding major cultural phenomena and historical
processes. For example, Jacob Soll titles his study of Louis XIV’s Minister
of Finances, Jean-Baptiste Colbert (1619–83), The Information Master,
arguing that Colbert, with his almost obsessive appetite for acquiring
and ordering information of many kinds, played an important role
in the development of the modern bureaucratic state.3 Similarly, for
Edward Higgs the history of the “information state” tracks the ways
in which the state has gathered information on its citizens (although
Higgs stresses consensual aspects of the process).4 By contrast, Steven
G. Marks proposes that an “information nexus” was a major factor in
the rise of capitalism.5 Away from such large-scale conceptualisations,
there is also a new interest in the micro-mechanisms and manipulations
of information, as, for example, through rumour and gossip.6
In the wake of information in history comes the history of
information. Does information as such have a history? Does the
1	Among the seminal works (prompting discussion and modification as well as
agreement) see, especially, Jack Goody, The Domestication of the Savage Mind
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977); and The Logic of Writing and the
Organization of Society (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986); Elizabeth
L. Eisenstein, The Printing Press as an Agent of Change (New York and Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1979).
2	E.g., in a medieval context, Emily Steiner and Lynn Ransom, eds., Taxonomies
of Knowledge: Information and Order in Medieval Manuscripts (Philadelphia: The
University of Pennsylvania Libraries, 2015).
3	Jacob Soll, The Information Master. Jean-Baptiste Colbert’s Secret State Intelligence
System (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2009), p. 12.
4	Edwards Higgs, The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information
on Citizens since 1500 (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004).
5	Steven G. Marks, The Information Nexus: Global Capitalism from the Renaissance to the
Present (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016).
6	David Coast, News and Rumour in Jacobean England: Information, Court Politics and
Diplomacy 1618–1625 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2014).
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accumulation of particular studies feed into a synthetic discipline,
a historical phenomenology of information? The transition sounds
obvious but is not straightforward. In the first place, no less obviously,
if we want to deal with the thing itself rather than with diverse aspects
of its functioning, we have to be clearer about what the thing is. The
broadest definitions are far too capacious to be historically useful.7
Almost anything can be deemed a container or bearer of information.
Some objects that are deliberately used for information storage are
designated through natural metaphors—books have always had leaves,
computing now has clouds—but non-metaphorical leaves and clouds,
on plants and trees and in the sky, can also be deemed to be rich sources
of information, whether for botanists and climate scientists, or for
anybody out for a walk or looking through a window. And that is before
we begin to think of the almost mythically complex information stored
chemically in the double helices of deoxyribonucleic acid. Adding to the
potential confusion, there is the contiguous or overlapping but far from
identical field of informatics, or information science.
It helps a little, but not enough, to apply a common distinction
between information and mere data.8 Data simply exist, information
is determined by human agency. Information consists of those data or
combinations of data which people choose to regard as informative. It
is the “deeming” that turns data into information, not any feature of
content or mode of organisation. Data become information in the process
of being observed. From this point of view, information is something
that is created, not just something that is. Information, to put it glibly,
is a cultural construct. However, this still does not take us very far
from the all-encompassing concept. Is Information History the study of
changing criteria of informativeness and/or of the nature and functions
and uses of the things deemed to be informative? The scope remains
daunting, the opportunities for multi-disciplinary dialogue are legion,
and the likelihood of unforced, persuasive theoretical cohesion seems
low. It may be no accident that a collection of studies on Information
7	For a succinct overview of a range of approaches to the notion of information see
e.g. Toni Weller, Information History—An Introduction: Exploring an Emergent Field
(Oxford: Chandos Publishing, 2008), pp. 11–22.
8	Here, too, there is scope to make an ostensibly simple contrast complicated: see
the discussion of various approaches to information and data in Jennifer Rowley,
‘What is Information?’, Information Services and Use, 18 (1998), 243–54.
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History, edited by one of the pioneers and advocates of the field, was
reckoned by reviewers to be, despite the framing discourse, more like a
collection of studies on—once more—information in history.9 The filter
is disciplinary and the argument is circular.
All this is by way of an excuse, not entirely disreputable, for the
lack of an overarching theoretical framework, or, if one prefers a more
fundamental metaphor, for the lack of a solid theoretical base, for the
chapters in the present volume. They are “aspects of…”, “studies in…”.
However, to abjure cohesiveness and comprehensiveness is not the
same as to accept (let alone justify) randomness or amorphousness. The
studies here have a context and focus. While not being consistently or
explicitly comparative, they can add to the wider discussion.
The chronological scope of this book reflects, approximately, what
tends to be termed Russia’s Early Modern period: that is, the period
covering the territorial and institutional expansion of the Muscovite
state and its transition to (and the further growth of) empire. Here, too,
we enter a potential quagmire of questionable concepts and definitions.
The label “Early Modern” is derived from conventional periodisations
of the history of Western Europe. As usual, the attempt to apply a West
European conceptual template to Russia is problematic.10 Over the past
couple of centuries the pendulum of interpretation has swung several
times between emphasis on Russian equivalence and insistence on
Russian difference. We cannot here be concerned with the theologies
of Russian identity: the extent to which Russia, though individual,
was essentially European, or essentially Asiatic, or whether it was
entirely distinctive, sui generis, a “Eurasian” phenomenon all of its
own. Comparative studies of empires have brought a more nuanced
appreciation of multiple affinities and differences.11 Notwithstanding,
in the present context the principal area of comparison, both implied
and, in places, explicit, is Western Europe. Many of the information
9	Weller, ed., Information History in the Modern World. Histories of the Information Age
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011): see the reviews by Colin Higgins in
Journal of Librarianship and Information Science, 43.4 (2011), 271, and by Anne Welsh
in Rare Books Newsletter, 92 (July 2012), 26–27.
10	
On approaches to “modernity” in relation to Russia see Simon Dixon, The
Modernisation of Russia 1676–1825 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999),
pp. 1–24.
11	See esp. Dominic Lieven, Empire. The Russian Empire and its Rivals (London: John
Murray, 2000).
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structures and practices here explored were to varying degrees
expressly derived from West European models. This does not mean
that information practices in Russia straightforwardly mirrored their
putative prototypes. In several cases the process of “translation”
entailed quite radical functional transformations. The mutations of
cultural transfer are as informative as the ostensible equivalences.
As an exercise in very crude modelling, we can imagine two types of
information flow in relation to the state. One type of information flow
involves information gathered to or emanating from the state, the other
type involves information travelling between points within the state (or
across borders at the non-state level). The first type might be visualised as
vertical, or as radial, depending on whether one chooses to see the state
as the summit or the centre. The “radial” notion better accommodates
cross-border information flow to or from the state, since the relevant lines
can simply be continued outwards. The second type—information flow
contained within the state—can be seen as lateral, horizontal. Broadly
speaking, when Soll discusses information in relation to the emergence
of the “modern administrative state”, he is dealing predominantly with
vertical or radial flow, whereas Steven Marks’s notion of an “information
nexus” in the rise of capitalism is concerned predominantly with lateral
flows. Variations in the nature of each and in the balance between the
two may reflect and/or contribute to distinctive features of information
structures and communicative mechanisms in a given society. Again at
the level of very crude generalisation, in Russia the dominant mode was
vertical or radial for most of the relevant period. Horizontal information
flow, though not entirely negligible, began to develop rapidly only from
the end of the eighteenth century.
Some of the nuances and manifestations of this changing relationship
emerge from the case studies in the present volume. However, two
contextual points should be signalled in advance. One of them relates to
space and geopolitical structures, the other relates to technology.
The geopolitical aspect is the formation and growth of the Russian
Empire. From the mid-sixteenth to the mid-nineteenth century Russia
was transformed from the moderate-sized, land-locked Muscovite
principality into the largest empire on earth, or at any rate the largest
to be based on a continuous land-mass, without overseas territories
or colonies (except for Alaska). As one would expect in an expanding
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state, the same period saw the growth of an administrative apparatus.
From the late fifteenth century to the end of the seventeenth century
the administrative functions were allocated to chanceries (prikazy).
Overall a total of some 150 chanceries were founded. Some were shortlived, others became permanent institutions. Over the course of the
seventeenth century there was an average of around sixty to seventy
active chanceries at any given time. Hardy perennials included those
responsible for gathering census data (the earliest of which date from the
late fifteenth century) and the Diplomatic Chancery (or “Ambassadorial”
Chancery—posol′skii prikaz). The chanceries varied hugely in size and
in specificity of function. For example, in the late seventeenth century
the Apothecary Chancery (aptekarskii prikaz) employed, apart from its
medical specialists, just two clerks, while the Service Land Chancery
(pomestnyi prikaz) employed almost five hundred clerks.12 In a series
of measures between 1717 and 1720 Peter I streamlined the structure
of Imperial administration by setting up, in place of the chanceries, a
far smaller number of “colleges” (initially nine, then twelve). In 1802
Alexander I replaced the colleges with ministries. The case studies in
the present volume consider aspects of the functioning of all three—
seventeenth-century chanceries, eighteenth-century colleges, and
nineteenth-century ministries—in the dynamics of information in the
service of the state.
As regards the technologies of information, Russia lacked, or failed
to make equivalent use of, some of the tools often associated with the
emergence of the empires of Western Europe. In Russia there was no
early modern “print revolution”. The complex and far-reaching cultural,
economic and social phenomena associated with the proliferation of
printing presses across Europe in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries have no equivalent in Russia. Although printed books were
imported and used in Russia at least from the late fifteenth century (for
example, as sources for the creation of the first full Slavonic text of the
Bible, completed in Novgorod in 1499), Muscovite printing did not begin
until the 1550s, and it remained sporadic until the early seventeenth
12	See the tables in Peter B. Brown, ‘How Muscovy Governed: Seventeenth-Century
Russian Central Administration’, Russian History, 36 (2009), 459–529 (pp. 496–501).
For an overview of the chanceries see D. V. Liseitsev, N. M. Rogozhin, Iu. M. Eskin,
Prikazy Moskovskogo gosudarstva XVI–XVII vv. Slovar′-spravochnik (Moscow and St
Petersburg: IRI RAH; RGADA, Tsentr gumanitarnykh initsiativ, 2015).
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century. However, the disparity of chronology is not the main point.
A major factor, perhaps the major factor, contributing to the disparities
between the spread and impact of print in Russia and in Western Europe
can be traced to differences not in chronology but in structure. The
extraordinary proliferation of printing presses across Western Europe
was market-driven: driven, that is, not by a market for any particular
products (few could have afforded Johannes Gutenberg’s Bibles, even
if they had desired to possess one), but by a market in the technology
itself. The skills of printers were available for hire, whether to ambitious
patrons or to any client prepared to pay for a job, however small. In
contrast, in Muscovy, and in the Russian Empire almost until the end of
the eighteenth century, there was a market in some of the products, but
not in the technology itself. Presses were subject to financial constraints,
but not to market forces. The means of production were in monopoly
ownership.
From the mid-sixteenth century until the early eighteenth century
there was, for most of the time, just one printing house in Muscovy,
owned by the state, subject to a chancery, producing materials almost
exclusively for the Church.13 Between the 1720s and the 1770s a handful
of additional presses were licensed to institutions—the Academy of
Sciences, the Holy Synod, the Senate, various cadet corps, Moscow
University—but market-driven proliferation only began when the
restrictions on ownership were relaxed in the 1780s.14 The issue here
is not censorship. On the contrary, regular and regulated institutions
of censorship only developed after the end of monopoly ownership.15
The issue is structural. Although handwriting was, of course, available

See e.g. A. A. Sidorov, ‘Rukopisnost′—pechatnost′—knizhnost′’, in Rukopisnaia
i pechatnaia kniga, ed. by T. B. Kniazevskaia et al. (Moscow: Nauka, 1975), pp.
227–45 (p. 231). For a range of perspectives on early Muscovite printing see e.g. I.
V. Pozdeeva, ‘The Activity of the Moscow Printing House in the First Half of the
Seventeenth Century’, Solanus, 6 (1992), 27–55; Edward L. Keenan, ‘Ivan the Terrible
and Book Culture: Fact, Fancy, and Fog: Remarks on Early Muscovite Printing’,
Solanus, 18 (2004), 28–50; Robert Mathiesen, ‘Cosmology and the Puzzle of Early
Printing in Old Cyrillic’, Solanus 18 (2004), 5–27. See also the essays in CanadianAmerican Slavic Studies 51 (2017), 173–408.
14	See esp. Gary Marker, Publishing, Printing, and the Origins of Intellectual Life in Russia,
1700–1800 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1985).
15	On censorship initiatives in the late eighteenth century see Marker, Publishing, pp.
212–32; on formal censorship before the mid-nineteenth century see G. V. Zhirkov,
Istoriia tsenzury v Rossii XIX–XX vv. (Moscow: Aspekt Press, 2001), esp. pp. 7–64.
13
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and not susceptible to the restrictions of monopoly ownership, the lack
of a market in the technology of print had implications for the balance
between vertical and horizontal information flow in Muscovy and the
Russian Empire. In France, for example, nearly six thousand printings of
royal acts have been identified from the period before 1600, a substantial
proportion of which were produced on the initiative of commercial
bookseller-publishers rather than through the royal printers.16 In Russia
before the early eighteenth century the Moscow Print Yard issued just
one compilation of laws and just one separate governmental decree
(on customs dues), in 1649 and 1654 respectively.17 In this aspect of
its information resources, despite the leitmotif of contacts with and
borrowings from Western Europe, Russia was generically closer to other
empires which had extensive territory without distributed technology,
such as the Ottoman Empire or China.18 Therefore, although several
of the studies in the present volume highlight printed materials, the
history of print as such does not figure as a major theme.
The case studies in this book mainly consider aspects of the vertical
or radial flows of information—information to, from and for the
state—although they also explore areas where the balance to some
extent shifted, areas in which, rather late in the narrative, patterns of
horizontal information flow began to become established. Apart from
the direction, the particular focus of the volume is on the means: on
mechanisms of communication. Like “information”, the notion of
“mechanisms of communication” needs parameters in order to be
useful in this context. For the most part, the “mechanisms” here are
the institutional and procedural structures through which information
was conveyed: the bureaucratic structures charged with the task
(chanceries, colleges, ministries), the infrastructural networks set up for
16	Lauren Jee-Su Kim, French Royal Acts Printed Before 1600: A Bibliographical Study
(Ph.D. dissertation, University of St Andrews, 2008), p. 115 ff.
17	The 1649 Ulozhenie and the 1654 Tamozhennaia ustavnaia gramota. On the latter see
Simon Franklin, ‘K voprosu o malykh zhanrakh kirillicheskoi pechati’, in 450 let
Apostolu Ivana Fedorova. Istoriia rannego knigopechataniia v Rossii (pamiatniki, istochniki,
traditsii izucheniia), ed. by D. N. Ramazanova (Moscow: Pashkov dom, 2016), pp.
428–39.
18	
For the supposition that in China the arrested development of printing with
moveable type (and of other technologies) is attributable to the role of the state, see
Manuel Castells, The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture. Volume I, The Rise
of the Network Society, 2nd ed. (Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010), pp. 7–10.
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the purpose (postal services), the outward-facing media distributed or
displayed for the purpose (newspapers, signboards). The underlying
questions are simple. How did the growing state inform itself about
itself—its physical and human geography, its economic activities? What
mechanisms did it establish, when and how, for the flow of information
from beyond its borders? When and how did it develop procedures
for projecting information from or about itself, both internally and
externally? How and when did autonomous (non-state) means emerge
for the communication of information? What was the relationship
between institutional structures and more traditional, informal modes
of gathering and disseminating information?
The studies in this volume are organised into five sections. Section I
charts the history of mapping. The first chapter (by Valerie Kivelson)
considers the early and often informal attempts at map-making
during the period of Russia’s expansion across Siberia, and analyses
their implications for the way the nascent empire envisioned itself.
These were not maps for publication and distribution, but mainly
for reconnaissance and intelligence, and to clarify claims to property.
The second chapter (by Aleksei Golubinskii) considers the next phase,
imperial map-making from the mid-eighteenth century as an official
enterprise, using scientific methods and instruments. The central
episode, symbolically and practically, was the systematic import, and
then the local manufacture, of West European (principally English)
geodesic astrolabes (graphometers, semi-circumpherentors), the
instruments reckoned essential for the first projected large-scale survey
of the empire.
Section II explores the flow of information from and to Western
Europe. In Chapter 3 Daniel C. Waugh and Ingrid Maier consider how,
over the seventeenth century, a system emerged for the regular import
of Western (mainly German and Dutch) newspapers. This was not in
order to feed any public demand for the acquisition and dissemination of
news, but rather the opposite. As they crossed the borders into Muscovy,
the imported papers changed their function and their genre. Instead of
broadening access to information, they were narrowly channelled into
providing material for intelligence reports for the tsar. In Chapter 4
Maier introduces a case-study in the movement of information in the
opposite direction, examining how Western reports of the insurrection,
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capture and execution of the infamous Cossack rebel, Stepan (“Stenka”)
Razin, were, to an appreciable extent, informed by quite effective
Muscovite propaganda.
In Section III the focus shifts to internal networks of news and
communication. John Randolph examines the development, expansion
and thickening, over the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, of
Russia’s postal system, by horse relay. Apart from its principal function
as the transport network that enabled communication of, and travel on,
state business, the chapter highlights an aspect that has tended to receive
little attention. The postal relays were supported through obligations
imposed on local communities along the routes. There were social costs
in the development of an information infrastructure. In Chapter 6 Alison
K. Smith picks up the story of newspapers within Russia—that is, of
Russian papers designed to disseminate “news”, rather than of foreign
papers used as intelligence sources. The chapter highlights ways in
which, especially as printing and publishing became more diffuse and
more commercially orientated, successive governments tried to maintain
the view that newspapers should “play roles in policing information”.
In Chapter 7 Daniel C. Waugh steps back from the analysis of formal
institutions, networks and publications. What sorts of information did a
broader public consider to be newsworthy, and what were the informal
means of transmission—including, for example, gossip and rumour—
through which such unofficial “news” was disseminated? The chapter
concludes with a study of how, once more in relation to the Razin revolt,
the government investigation itself relied on such informal sources.
Here again it becomes hard to draw a meaningful distinction between
news and state information gathering or intelligence.
The three chapters in Section IV consider aspects of the bureaucracy
as a medium for the gathering and/or dissemination of information.
In chronological sequence, Clare Griffin (Chapter 8) shows how the
Apothecary Chancery in the seventeenth century, though primarily
serving the tsar and his family and entourage, also played a role in the
creation and dissemination of medical knowledge in Russia. In Chapter 9
Elena Korchmina turns to the Imperial finances in the mid-eighteenth
century. Through a detailed study of sources relating to the collection
of the poll tax in the 1730s, she shows that the Imperial government
was woefully under-informed about the dispersed processes and details
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of collection, but that this does not necessarily imply that Russia was
“undergoverned”, since local cash-flows could nevertheless appear to be
adequate. The study by Ekaterina Basargina (Chapter 10) is again about
the dissemination rather than the gathering of information. Her subject
is a remarkable journal, issued by the Ministry of Public Education
(or, as one might more tendentiously translate it, the Ministry for the
Enlightenment of the People). For a while in the second quarter of the
nineteenth century, under the editorship of Count Sergei Uvarov, the
Journal of the Ministry of Public Education extended its role beyond that
of a repository of official information and discussion about education
in Russia. Its mission to “enlighten” meant also conveying the fruits
of learning, reflecting and publicising the scientific and scholarly
preoccupations of the time.
Section V turns from networks and institutions to public space, and
asks the question: what kinds of information were communicated through
open display in the urban environment? The “public graphosphere” of
my contribution (Chapter 11) is formed by the writing visible in the
outdoor spaces of the city, from tombstones and inscribed monuments
to street signs and shop signs. The chapter surveys the emergence
and growth of a public graphosphere in Russia and considers some of
the main institutional impulses for its various stages of development
from the mute spaces of the later Middle Ages to the relatively dense
graphosphere of the mid-nineteenth century. In the final chapter
(Chapter 12), Katherine Bowers moves from broad processes to the
exploration of a specific graphospheric location at a particular time:
Nevskii Prospekt, in St Petersburg, in the 1820s and 1830s. Based on a
close reading of a contemporary lithographed “panorama” of Nevskii
Prospekt, she sets out on a “virtual stroll” along St Petersburg’s most
fashionable thoroughfare, taking in the shop-front information as part
of the urban experience.
It would be premature to convert these few case studies into an
integrated chronological narrative. Gaps gape. The sample analyses of a
few administrative structures for information fall a very long way short
of “coverage”. The surveys of postal systems presuppose the existence of
the relevant roads, but otherwise lacking is any discussion of the physical
infrastructures that enabled (or hindered) the movement of people
and hence of information: rivers, roads, eventually railways. Because

18

Simon Franklin

of the emphasis on “mechanisms of communication”, institutions
for information storage and organisation (archives, libraries) do not
figure, nor do changes in methods of recording, storage and retrieval
such as the shift from archival scrolls to codices.19 The history of print
is briefly summarised only in these introductory remarks, not backed
up with a case study of its own. The history of handwriting—still the
most common medium for the storage and distribution of non-spoken
information right through to the mid-nineteenth century—is barely
mentioned.
Nevertheless, some potential patterns suggest themselves. Until
the end of the seventeenth century the organised mechanisms of
communication were designed to gather, organise and convey
information almost exclusively inwards and upwards to and for the
state. This was a principal function of the chancery system. During
this period the authorities paid relatively little attention to establishing
means for channelling information outwards or downwards, apart from
traditional modes of projection through images (as on coins, for example)
and public ritual. The only institution with a network or locations and
personnel geared to directing verbal messages outwards was the Church.
Indeed, the one state chancery whose specific purpose was ostensibly
the production and dissemination of information—the Print Chancery
(prikaz knigopechatnogo dela), in charge of the Moscow Print Yard—in fact
operated almost exclusively on behalf of the Church. Chanceries were
not hermetically sealed, so some outward and downward seepage did
occur, whether from the narratives in the kuranty or from the expertise
of the doctors at the Apothecary Chancery, for example, but this tended
to be a by-product of the institutional structure, not a consequence
of consistent policy and focussed efforts. More research is needed
on the extent to which the Ambassadorial Chancery engaged in the
manipulation of information sent abroad, but Maier’s investigation of
the reports of the Razin rebellion raises intriguing possibilities.
Mechanisms to enhance the downward flow of information on the
vertical axis from state to people (or, if one prefers, the outward flow on
the radial axis) began to be developed from the early eighteenth century:
through the institution of an official printed bulletin or state newspaper,
19	See e.g. V. N. Avtokratov, ‘K istorii zameny stolbtsovoi formy deloproizvodstva—
tetradnoi v nachale XVIII v.’, Problemy istochnikovedeniia, VII (1959), 274–86.
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through the prescribed printing and public posting of laws, through the
systematic production of engravings illustrating state occasions and
achievements, through the lavish staging of public state celebrations
along with printed commentaries on their meanings, and more widely
with the expansion of print into the non-ecclesiastical sphere (while
maintaining a tight control on ownership). As for lateral information
flow, structures of communication that had been established in the
service of the state—in particular, the postal system—came to serve
also as networks linking and serving a wider population. Autonomous
structures of communication from and for non-state actors (aside from
traditional informal means) developed quite intensively from the very
end of the eighteenth century or the turn of the nineteenth century:
newspapers whose principal purposes were not linked to official
announcements; commercial signage; commercial and provincial
publishing.
None of the studies in the present book strays much beyond the
middle of the nineteenth century. This cut-off point, ca.1850, is not
justified with reference to any particular event or set of events that
mark a conventional division between epochs. Nor, however, is the
break entirely arbitrary. In the first place, the main emphasis here is
on emergence and establishment rather than on continuation. In the
mid-nineteenth century the empire reached pretty much its maximum
size, especially with its expansion into Central Asia. The mechanisms
of communication that had accompanied, facilitated and been
stimulated by its growth were structurally embedded. Secondly, and
more pertinently for the theme of the volume, in the middle decades of
the nineteenth century new technologies, structures and mechanisms
of communication were emerging, with far-reaching implications:
infrastructural innovations such as railways, technical transformations
of traditional technologies such as steam-driven rotary presses, plus the
fundamentally new technology of the telegraph. Taken together, these
phenomena can indeed be seen as providing impetus for a fresh phase
in the history of information and mechanisms of communication in
Russia, material for a somewhat different volume.

Selected Further Reading

Alef, Gustave, ‘The Origin and Early Development of the Muscovite Postal
Service’, Jahrbücher für Geschichte Osteuropas, New Series, 15. 1 (March 1967),
1–15.
Alekseeva, M. A., Iz istorii russkoi graviury XVII–nachala XIX v. (Moscow and St
Petersburg: Al′ians Arkheo, 2013).
Anisimov, Evgenii V., Podatnaia reforma Petra I (Leningrad: Nauka, 1982).
Antonov, P. А., ‘Vyveski’, Neva, 4 (1986), 183–88.
Bagrow, Leo, A History of the Cartography of Russia up to 1600, and A History of
Russian Cartography up to 1800, both ed. by Henry W. Castner (Wolfe Island,
ON: The Walker Press, 1975).
Bauer, Volker, and Holger Böning, eds., Die Entstehung des Zeitungswesens im 17.
Jahrhundert: Ein neues Medium und seine Folgen für das Kommunikationssystem
der Frühen Neuzeit (Bremen: Edition Lumière, 2011).
Becker, Peter, ‘“Kaiser Josephs Schreibmaschine”: Ansätze zur Rationalisierung
der Verwaltung im aufgeklärten Absolutismus’, Jahrbuch für europäische
Verwaltungsgeschichte, 12 (2000), 223–54.
Beliaev, L. A., ed., Russkoe srednevekovoe nadgrobie, XIII–XVII veka: materialy k
svodu. Vypusk 1 (Moscow: Nauka, 2006).
Behringer,
Wolfgang,
Im
Zeichen
des
Merkur.
Reichspost
und
Kommunikationsrevolution in der Frühen Neuzeit. Veröffentlichungen des
Max-Planck-Instituts für Geschichte, Bd. 189 (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck &
Ruprecht, 2003).
Berkov, P. N., Istoriia russkoi zhurnalistiki XVIII veka (Moscow: Izdatel′stvo
Akademii nauk SSSR, 1952).
Blair, Ann M., Too Much to Know: Managing Scholarly Information before the Modern
Age (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2010).

410

Information and Empire

Bogoslovskii, Mikhail, Oblastnaia reforma Petra Velikogo. Provintsiia 1719–27
(Moscow: Universitetskaia tipografiia, 1902).
Bondarenko, A. F., Istoriia kolokolov v Rossii XI–XVII vv. (Moscow: Russkaia
panorama, 2012).
Borodkin, L. I., and Iu. Petrov, eds., Ekonomicheskaia istoriia. Ezhegodnik 2013
(Moscow: Rossiiskaia politicheskaia entsiklopediia, 2014), pp. 89–127.
Brown, Peter B., ‘How Muscovy Governed: Seventeenth-Century Russian
Central Administration’, Russian History, 36 (2009), 459–529, https://doi.org/
10.1163/009428809x12536994047659
Buckler, Julie, Mapping St Petersburg: Imperial Text and Cityshape (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2005).
Burmistrova, L. P., Provintsial′naia gazeta v epokhu russkikh prosvetitelei (Gubernskie
vedomosti Povolzh′ia i Urala 1840–1850 gg.) (Kazan: Izdatel′stvo Kazanskogo
universiteta, 1985).
Chechulin, N. D., Ocherki po istorii russkikh finansov v tsarstvovanie Ekateriny II (St
Petersburg: Senatskaia tipografiia, 1906).
Chernyshev, V. A., Konnye povozki i ekipazhi v Rossii X–XIX vekov (St Petersburg:
Fort, 2007).
Collins, Daniel, Reanimated Voices. Speech Reporting in a Historical-Pragmatic
Perspective (Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 2001), https://
doi.org/10.1075/pbns.85
Cracraft, James, The Petrine Revolution in Russian Imagery (Chicago and London:
University of Chicago Press, 1997).
Cross, Anthony, By the Banks of the Neva: Chapters from the Lives and Careers of
the British in Eighteenth-Century Russia (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1997).
Dickinson, Sara, Breaking Ground: Travel and National Culture in Russia from Peter
I to the Era of Pushkin (Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2006).
Distribuendi, F., Vzgliad na moskovskie vyveski (Moscow: I. Smirnov, 1836).
Dixon, Simon, The Modernisation of Russia, 1676–1825 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1999).
Dooley, Brendan, ed., The Dissemination of News and the Emergence of
Contemporaneity in Early Modern Europe (Farnham, Surrey and Burlington,
VT: Ashgate Publishing, 2010).
Droste, Heiko, ed., Connecting the Baltic Area: The Swedish Postal System in the
Seventeenth Century (Stockholm: Södertörns högskola, 2011).
Dumschat, Sabine, Ausländischer Mediziner im Moskauer Rußland (Stuttgart: Franz
Steiner Verlag, 2006).

Selected Further Reading



411

Eisenstein, Elizabeth L., The Printing Press as an Agent of Change (New York and
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979).
Esin, B. I., and I. V. Kuznetsov, Trista let otechestvennoi zhurnalistiki (1702–2002)
(Moscow: Izdatel′stvo Moskovskogo universiteta, 2002).
Franklin, Simon, ‘Mapping the Graphosphere: Cultures of Writing in Early 19thCentury Russia (and Before)’, Kritika, 12. 3 (Summer 2011), 531–60, https://
doi.org/10.1353/kri.2011.0036
Franklin, Simon, ‘Printing and Social Control in Russia 2: Decrees’, Russian
History, 38 (2011), 467–92, https://doi.org/10.1163/187633111x594560
Garrioch, David, ‘House Names, Shop Signs and Social Organization in West
European Cities, c. 1500–1900’, Urban History, 21 (1994), 20–48.
Gatrell, Peter, ‘Economic Culture, Economic Policy and Economic Growth in
Russia, 1861–1914’, Cahiers du Monde Russe, 1 (1995), 37–52.
Glinternik, Eleonora, Reklama v Rossii XVIII–pervoi poloviny XX veka (St
Petersburg: Avrora, 2007).
Goldenberg, L. A., ‘Russian Cartography to ca. 1700’, in The History of
Cartography, vol. 3, pt. 2, Cartography in the European Renaissance (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2007), http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/
HOC/HOC_V3_Pt2/HOC_VOLUME3_Part2_chapter62.pdf
Golubinskii, A. A., ‘Stepan Khrulev: Sud′ba zemlemera’, in Rus′, Rossiia,
Srednevekov′e i Novoe vremia, vypusk III, Tret′i chteniia pamiati akademika
RAN L.V. Milova (Moscow: Orgkomitet Chtenii pamiati akademika RAN L.
V. Milova, 2013), pp. 404–10.
Gnucheva, V. F., Geograficheskii departament Akademii nauk XVIII veka (Moscow:
Izd-vo AN SSSR, 1946).
Griesse, Malte, ed., From Mutual Observation to Propaganda War. Premodern
Revolts in Their Transnational Representations (Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag,
2014), https://doi.org/10.14361/transcript.9783839426425
Gromova, L. P., ed., Istoriia russkoi zhurnalistiki XVIII–XIX vekov (St. Petersburg:
Izdatel′stvo Sankt-Peterburgskogo universiteta, 2003).
Gurliand, I. Ia., Iamskaia gon′ba v moskovskom gosudarstve do kontsa XVII veka
(Iaroslavl: Tipografiia Gubernskogo Pravleniia, 1900).
Harms, Wolfgang, Das illustrierte Flugblatt in der Kultur der Frühen Neuzeit:
Wolfenbüttler Arbeitsgespräch 1997 (Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang, 1998).
Hartley, Janet, Russia, 1762-1815: Military Power, the State and the People (Westport:
Praeger, 2008).
Herberstein, Sigmund Freiherr von, Notes Upon Russia, 2 vols, Elibron Classics
Reprint of the 1852 publication by the Hakluyt Society (Adamant Media,
2005), https://archive.org/details/notesuponrussiab02herbuoft

412

Information and Empire

Hobart, Michael E., and Zachary S. Schiffman, Information Ages: Literacy,
Numeracy, and the Computer Revolution (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2000).
Il′iushina, T. V., ‘Ot bussoli do astroliabii’, Nauka v Rossii, 3 (2007), 97–101.
Jones, Robert E., Provincial Development in Russia: Catherine II and Jacob Sievers
(New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1984).
Kahan, Arcadius, The Plow, the Hammer and the Knout: An Economic History of
Eighteenth-Century Russia (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1985).
Kationov, O. N., Moskovsko-Sibirskii trakt i ego zhiteli v XVII–XIX vv. (Novosibirsk:
NGPU, 2004).
Keuning, Johannes, ‘Nicolaas Witsen as a Cartographer’, Imago Mundi, 11 (1954),
95–110, https://doi.org/10.1080/03085695408592063
Kiselev, Mikhail, ‘State Metallurgy Factories and Direct Taxes in the Urals, 1700–
50: Paths to State Building in Early Modern Russia’, Kritika: Explorations in
Russian and Eurasian History, 16. 1 (Winter 2015), 7–36, https://doi.org/10.1353/
kri.2015.0012
Kivelson, Valerie, Cartographies of Tsardom: Maps and their Meanings in Seventeenth
Century Russia (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2007).
In Russian: Kivel′son, Valerii, Kartografii tsarstva: Zemlia i ee znacheniia v Rossii
XVII veka (Moscow: Novoe literaturnoe obozrenie, 2012).
Kivelson, Valerie, Desperate Magic: The Moral Economy of Witchcraft in Seventeenthcentury Russia (Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 2013), https://
doi.org/10.7591/9780801469381
Kollmann, Nancy Shields, The Russian Empire 1450–1801 (Oxford:
Oxford
University
Press,
2017),
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:o
so/9780199280513.001.0001
Kochegarov, Kirill A., Rech′ Pospolitaia i Rossiia v 1680–1686 godakh. Zakliuchenie
dogovora o Vechnom mire (Moskva: INDRIK, 2008).
Kotel′nikova, I., ‘Introduction’, in The Panorama of Nevsky Prospect (Leningrad:
Aurora Art, 1974), pp. 7–78.
Kotilaine, Jarmo, and Marshall Poe, eds., Modernizing Muscovy: Reform and Social
Change in Seventeenth Century Russia (London and New York: Routledge
Curzon, 2004), https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203507032
Kozlovskii, Ivan P., Pervye pochty i pervye pochtmeistery v moskovskom gosudarstve,
2 vols. (Warsaw: Tip. Varshavskogo uchebnogo okruga, 1913).
Kudriavtsev, A. S., Ocherki istorii dorozhnogo stroitelʹstva v SSSR: Dooktiabr′skii
period, 2 vols (Moscow: Dorizdat, 1951).
Kulomzin A. N., ‘Finansovye documenty tsarstvovaniia Imperatritsy Ekateriny
II’, Sbornik Rossiiskogo Imperatorskogo Obshchestva, vol. 28 (St Petersburg: tip.
V. Bezobrazova i Komp., 1880).

Selected Further Reading



413

Küng, Enn, ‘Postal Relations between Riga and Moscow in the Second Half of
the 17th Century’, Past. Special Issue on the History of Estonia (Tartu-Tallinn:
National Archives, 2009), 59–81.
Kusov, V. S., Chertezhi zemli russkoi XVI–XVII vv. (Moscow: Russkii mir, 1993).
Kusov, V. S., Izmerenie zemli: Istoriia geodezicheskikh instrumentov (Moscow:
Dizain. Informatsiia. Kartografiia, 2009).
Larwood, Jacob, and John Camden Hotten, The History of Signboards from the
Earliest Times to the Present Day (London: John Camden Hotten, 1867).
Le Donne, John P., Absolutism and Ruling Class. The Formation of the Russian
Political Order, 1700–1825 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991).
Lincoln, W. Bruce, Nicholas I: Emperor and Autocrat of All the Russias (Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1978).
Liseitsev, D. V., N. M. Rogozhin, and Iu. M. Eskin, Prikazy Moskovskogo
gosudarstva XVI–XVII vv. Slovar′-spravochnik (Moscow and St Petersburg:
Tsentr gumanitarnikh initsiativ, 2015).
Lyubichankovski, Sergei V., ‘The State of Power in the Late Russian Empire:
The English-American Historiography of the Second Half of the XXth-Early
XXIst Centuries’, Proceedings of the Samara Scientific Center of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, 2 (2007), 342–47.
Maier, Ingrid, ‘Newspaper Translations in Seventeenth-Century Muscovy.
About the Sources, Topics and Periodicity of Kuranty “Made in Stockholm”
(1649)’, in Explorare necesse est. Hyllningsskrift till Barbro Nilsson, Acta
Universitatis Stockholmensis, Stockholm Slavic Studies, vol. 28 (Stockholm:
Almqvist & Wiksell, 2002), 181–90.
Maier, Ingrid, and Wouter Pilger, ‘Polnische Fabelzeitung über Sabbatai Zwi,
übersetzt für den russischen Zaren’, Zeitschrift für slavische Philologie, 62. 1
(2003), 1–39.
Mamonov, N. E., Materialy dlia istorii meditsiny v Rossii, 4 vols (St Petersburg: M.
M. Stasiulevich, 1881).
Man′kov, A. G., ed., Inostrannye izvestiia o vosstanii Stepana Razina. Materialy i
issledovaniia (Leningrad: Nauka, 1975).
Marker, Gary, Publishing, Printing, and the Origins of Intellectual Life in Russia,
1700–1800 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1985).
Marks, Stephen G., The Information Nexus: Global Capitalism from the Renaissance
to the Present (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016), https://doi.
org/10.1017/cbo9781316258170
Martin, Alexander M., Enlightened Metropolis: Constructing Imperial Moscow,
1762–1855 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), https://doi.org/10.1093/
acprof:oso/9780199605781.001.0001

414

Information and Empire

Martin, Welke, ‘Rußland in der deutschen Publizistik des 17. Jahrhunderts
(1613–1689)’, Forschungen zur osteuropäischen Geschichte, 23 (1976), 105–276.
McConnell, Allen, Tsar Alexander I: Paternalistic Reformer (New York: Crowell,
1970).
Mironov, Boris N., Rossiiskaia imperiia: ot traditsii k modernu, vol. 2 (St Petersburg:
Dmitrii Bulanin, 2014).
Ogloblin, Nikolai, ‘Voevodskie vestovye otpiski XVII v. kak material po istorii
Malorossii’, Kievskaia starina, 12 (1885), 365–416.
Orlova, Galina, ‘Biurokraticheskaia real′nost′’, Obshchestvennye nauki i
sovremennost′, 6 (1999), 96–106.
Petrucci, Armando, Public Lettering. Script, Power, and Culture, trans. by Linda
Lappin (London and Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1993).
Petrukhintsev, N. N., ‘Tsarstvovanie Anny Ioannovny: problemy formirovaniia
vnutripoliticheskogo kursa (1730–1740)’ (Dokt. dissertation, Moskovskii
gosudarstvennyi universitet, 2001).
Pettegree, Andrew, The Invention of News: How the World Came to Know about Itself
(New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2014).
Pisar′kova, Ludmila F., ‘Rossiiskaia biurokratiia v epohu Petra I’, Otechestvennaia
istoriia, 1 (2004), 18–41.
Postnikov, A. V., Karty zemel′ rossiiskikh: ocherk istorii geograficheskogo izucheniia
i kartografirovaniia nashego otechestva (Moscow: Nash dom and L’Âge
d’Homme, 1996). In English: Postnikov, A. V., Russia in Maps: A History of the
Geographical Study and Cartography of the Country (Moscow: Nash dom and
L’Âge d’Homme, 1996).
Postnikov, Alexey and Marvin Falk, Exploring and Mapping Alaska: The Russian
America Era, 1741–1867, trans. by Lydia Black (Fairbanks: University of
Alaska Press, [2015]).
Povelikhina, Alla, and Yevgeny Kovtun, Russian Painted Shop Signs and AvantGarde Artists, trans. by Thomas Crane and Margarita Latsinova (Leningrad:
Aurora Art, 1991).
Presniakov, A. E., Emperor Nicholas I of Russia: The Apogee of Autocracy, 1825–1855,
ed. and trans. J. C. Zacek (Gulf Breeze: Academic International Press, 1974).
Redin, D. A., Administrativnye struktury i biurokratiia Urala v epokhu petrovskikh
reform (zapadnye uezdy Sibirskoi gubernii v 1711–1727 gg.) (Ekaterinburg:
Volot, 2007).
Remezov, S. U., Chertezhnaia kniga Sibiri, sostavlennaia tobol′skim synom boiarskim
Semenom Remezovym v 1701 godu, ed. by A. A. Drazhniuk, et al., 2 vols.
(Moscow: PKO “Kartografiia”, 2003).
Remezov, S. U., Khorograficheskaia kniga Sibiri. MS Russ 72 (6). Houghton Library,
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, ff. 5v–6, http://pds.lib.harvard.edu/
pds/view/18273155?n=10&imagesize=1200&jp2Res=.25&printThumbnails=no

Selected Further Reading



415

Remnek, Miranda, ed., The Space of the Book: Print Culture in the Russian Social
Imagination (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2010), https://doi.
org/10.3138/9781442686441
Rey, Marie-Pierre, Alexander I: The Tsar Who Defeated Napoleon (DeKalb: Northern
Illinois University Press, 2012).
Riasanovsky, N. V., A Parting of Ways: Government and the Educated Public in
Russia, 1801–1855 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1976).
Riazantsev, I. V., Skul′ptura v Rossii XVIII–nachala XIX veka (Moscow: Zhiraf,
2003).
Ruban, Anatolij and Ekaterina Basargina, eds., Russische klassische
Altertumswissenschaft in der Zeitschrift des Ministeriums für Volksaufklärung (St
Petersburg: Bibliotheca Classica Petropolitana and Nestor-Verlag, 2012).
Sadovnikov, V. S., Panorama of Nevsky Prospect: from the Collection of the Russian
Museum, ed. by Nataliia Shtrimer (Leningrad: Aurora Art Publishers, 1993).
Sazikov, A. V., and T. V. Vinogradova, Naruzhnaia reklama Moskvy. Istoriia,
tipologiia, dokumenty (Moscow: Russkii Mir, 2013).
Sedov, P. V., Zakat Moskovskogo tsarstva. Tsarskii dvor kontsa XVII veka (St
Petersburg: Dmitrii Bulanin, 2008).
Shamin, Stepan M., Kuranty XVII stoletiia. Evropeiskaia pressa v Rossii i
vozniknoveniia russkoi periodicheskoi pechati (Moscow and St Petersburg:
Al′ians-Arkheo, 2011).
Shevtsov, V. V., “Tomskie gubernskie vedomosti” (1857–1917 gg.) v sotsiokul′turnom
i informatsionnom prostranstve sibiri (Tomsk: Tomskii gosudarstvennyi
universitet, 2012).
Silverstein, Adam J., Postal Systems in the Pre-Modern Islamic World
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), https://doi.org/10.1017/
CBO9780511497520
Smith-Peter, Susan, ‘The Russian Provincial Newspaper and Its Public, 1788–
1864’, Carl Beck Papers 1908 (2008), https://doi.org/10.5195/cbp.2008.145
Tiukhmeneva, E. A., Iskusstvo triumfal′nykh vrat v Rossii pervoi poloviny XVIII veka.
Problemy panegiricheskogo napravleniia (Moscow: Progress-Traditsiia, 2005).
Uchenova, V. V. and N. V. Starykh, Istoriia reklamy (Moscow: Smysl, 1994).
Velychenko Stephen, ‘The Size of the Imperial Russian Bureaucracy and Army
in Comparative Perspective’, Jahrbücher für Geschichte Osteuropas, New
Series, 49. 3 (2001), 346–62.
Vigilev, A. N., Istoriia otechestvennoi pochty, 2nd ed. (Moscow: Radio i sviaz′,
1990).
Waugh, Daniel C., ‘The Best Connected Man in Muscovy? Patrick Gordon’s
Evidence Regarding Communications in Muscovy in the 17th Century’,
Journal of Irish and Scottish Studies, 7. 2 (2014 [2015]), 61–124.

416

Information and Empire

Waugh, Daniel C., The Great Turkes Defiance: On the History of the Apocryphal
Correspondence of the Ottoman Sultan in Its Muscovite and Russian Variants,
with a foreword by Dmitrii Sergeevich Likhachev (Columbus: Slavica
Publishers, 1978).
Waugh, Daniel C. and Ingrid Maier, ‘How Well Was Muscovy Connected with
the World?’, in Imperienvergleich: Beispiele und Anätze aus osteuropäischer
Perspektive. Festschrift für Andreas Kappeler, ed. by Guido Hausmann and
Angela Rustemeyer, Forschungen zur osteuropäischen Geschichte, Bd. 75
(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2009), 17–38.
Weller, Toni, ed., Information History in the Modern World. Histories of the
Information Age (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011), https://doi.
org/10.1533/9781780631318
West, Sally, I Shop in Moscow: Advertising and the Creation of Consumer Culture in
Late Tsarist Russia (DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 2011).
Whittaker, C. H., The Origins of Modern Russian Education: An Intellectual
Biography of Count Sergei Uvarov, 1786–1855 (DeKalb: Northern Illinois
University Press, 1984).
Witzenrath, Christoph, ‘Literacy and Orality in the Eurasian Frontier: Imperial
Culture and Space in Seventeenth-Century Siberia and Russia’, Slavonic and
East European Review, 87. 1 (2009), 53–77.
Wortman, Richard S., Scenarios of Power: Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy
from Peter the Great to the Death of Nicholas I (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1995).
Zakharov, V. N., Y. A. Petrov and M. K. Shatsillo, Istoriia nalogov v Rossii. IX–
nachalo XX v. (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2006).

Information and Empire
Mechanisms of Communication in Russia, 1600-1850

EDITED BY SIMON FRANKLIN AND KATHERINE BOWERS
From the mid-sixteenth to the mid-nineteenth century Russia was transformed
from a moderate-sized, land-locked principality into the largest empire on earth.
How did systems of informa�on and communica�on shape and reﬂect this
extraordinary change?
Information and Empire brings together a range of essays to address this complex
ques�on. It examines communica�on networks such as the postal service and
the circula�on of news, as well as the growth of a bureaucra�c apparatus that
informed the government about its people. It also considers the inscrip�on of
space from the point of view of mapping and the changing public ‘graphosphere’
of signs and monuments. More than a series of ins�tu�onal histories, this book is
concerned with the way Russia discovered itself, envisioned itself and represented
itself to its people.
Innova�ve and scholarly, this collec�on breaks new ground in its approach to
communica�on and informa�on as a ﬁeld of study in Russia. More broadly, it is
an accessible contribu�on to pre-modern informa�on studies, taking as its basis
a country whose history o�en serves to challenge habitual Western models of
development. It is important reading not only for specialists in Russian Studies,
but also for students and anyone interested in the history of informa�on and
communica�ons.
As with all Open Book publica�ons, this en�re book is available to read for free on
the publisher’s website. Printed and digital edi�ons, together with supplementary
digital material, can also be found at www.openbookpublishers.com
Cover image: Clement Cru�well, Map of the Russian Empire, in Atlas to Cruttwell’s Gazetteer,
1799 (top). Image from the ﬁrst Italian edi�on of Sigismund von Herberstein’s descrip�on of
Muscovy (Venice, 1550), private collec�on (bo�om).
Cover design by Katherine Bowers and Corin Throsby.

ebook

ebook and OA edi�ons
also available

