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Advertising slogans, lines of songs, family sayings, snippets from Shakespeare, television 
catch-phrases and old proverbs. Every day we use quotations that demonstrate our 
education, our cultural tastes and our family background, often without realising we are 
doing it. But have people always quoted? What does it actually mean to borrow someone 
else’s words?  
 
This fascinating book examines the ways in which we quote today and the curious history 
of how quoting became part of our everyday lives. Quoting provides a link to our loved 
ones (“as my mother used to say…”), to our religious and literary heritage, to past wisdom 
and to current attitudes. It can also be irritating, patronising, pedantic and, in some cases, 
illegal. Ruth Finnegan’s meticulous study sheds new light on how quoting has been used in 
visual, oral and written traditions around the world. It is an enjoyable and engrossing read 
for anyone interested in language, culture and literature, and makes us rethink our ideas 
about originality, authorship and plagiarism.  
 
“This is a rich and engaging work of outstanding scholarship. Academics will recognize the 
importance of the book for their fields. General readers will find it just plain interesting.” 
—Professor Amy Shuman, Ohio State University 
 
Ruth Finnegan is one of the most eminent scholars in Britain, and for the first time readers 
will be able to access her work for free online. She has chosen to publish this book with the 
innovative Open Book Publishers so that it is freely available to readers around the world. 
It will also be printed in traditional paperback and hardback editions. 
 
For interviews, review copies (in pdf or hardcopy) or for more information, please contact 
Corin Throsby: corin@openbookpublishers.com or 07969 799 683. You can also visit our 
website: www.openbookpublishers.com. 
 
Notes for Editors 
Ruth Finnegan FBA, OBE is Emeritus Professor and a founding member of the Open 
University. Her particular interest is in the anthropology/sociology of artistic activity. She 
has published widely on aspects of communication and expression, especially oral 
performance, literacy, and music-making. She is available for interview. 
 
Why Do We Quote? will appear online on 2 May 2011 at 
http://www.openbookpublishers.com/product.php/75/18/ 
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